March 2004

FACT SHEET

ROCK RIVER, ILLINOIS AND WISCONSIN

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  Full funding in FY05 will allow an interim report for WRDA 2006 on Steel Dam fish passage.
LOCATION:  The entire Rock River basin, including tributaries.

CURRENT STATUS:  Feasibility Study is authorized and funded.  Initiating the system restoration needs assessment, site-specific evaluations.

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:


Estimated Federal Cost
$1,020,000


Estimated Non-Federal Cost 
$   920,000


Total Estimated Plan Cost
$1,940,000


Allocated through FY 2003
$   470,000


Allocated for FY 2004
$     31,000


Budget Request for FY 2005
$   200,000


Balance to Complete after 2005
$   319,000

BACKGROUND:  The Rock River originated in the lake region of southeastern Wisconsin and flows southward to join the Mississippi River just below Rock Island, Illinois.  The watershed includes all or parts of 13 counties in Wisconsin and 15 in Illinois.  The study includes investigation to define the system restoration needs as well as investigation of one site-specific project.  Basin-wide modifications such as dams, straightening of streams, levees, and ditching and drainage of wetlands have contributed to the reduction in quality and quantity of aquatic habitat in the Rock River Basin. The Illinois Department of Natural Resources is the non-federal sponsor.  The Wisconsin DNR was not able to participate in the study due to fund constraints.  The Corps will continue to evaluate opportunities to allow the State of Wisconsin to join the project if funds become available.  
MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 04)  Preliminary draft of Restoration Needs Assessment completed Dec 03.  Formulating preliminary recommended plan for site specific project at the Steel Dam at Milan, IL.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 05)  Complete Restoration Needs Assessment, formulate system alternatives, and complete the fish passage Feasibility Study at the Steel Dam. 

AUTHORITY:  House Resolution No. 2353, dated 1 August 1990

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IL-14, IL-16, IL-17, WI-1, WI-2, WI-3, WI-5, WI-6.

ACTION OFFICER:  Brad Thompson, Project Manager, Project Management Branch, telephone number (309) 794-5256, e-mail, Bradley.E.Thompson@usace.army.mil 

