February 2004
FACT SHEET

GENERAL INVESTIGATIONS

UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER – ILLINOIS WATERWAY SYSTEM NAVIGATION STUDY
STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  The feasibility phase of this project is scheduled for completion in September 2004.  The FY05 President’s budget shows a $0 level of funding for follow-on Preconstruction Engineering and Design (PED) activities based on the Administration policy of not funding new phases of work.  

CURRENT STATUS:  Activities are focused on gaining Federal and State agency, stakeholder and general public review and input on the draft recommended plan contained in the Draft Feasibility Report.  The study is scheduled for completion in Sep 04 and, the Chief’s Report is scheduled for completion in November 2004.  Any recommendation for ecosystem restoration and navigation improvements will include an adaptive management component that will allow investment decisions to be reevaluated in the future using, if available, new/improved models and/or updated economic data.  All implementation strategies, currently under consideration, include the FY 05 capability of immediate initiation of site/project-specific PED activities for ecosystem restoration and navigation improvements.  Such PED activities would require from 1-3 years to complete, dependent on the action being taken, and are necessary before initiation of actual construction of improvement measures.  This would include completing plans and specifications for mooring cells at selected sites and initiate design of mooring facilities, switchboats, system mitigation, site-specific design for 3 lock expansion projects, and several ecosystem restoration projects.

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:         









  FY 2004











Feasibility



Estimated Federal Cost
$74,037,000



Estimated Non-Federal Cost

    0



Total Estimated Cost

$74,037,000



Allocation through FY 2003

$70,337,000



Budget Request for FY 2004

3,216,000



Allocation for FY 2004

  3,700,000 



Budget Request for FY 2005

0



Balance to Complete after FY 2005

0


BACKGROUND:  The Upper Mississippi River & Illinois Waterway System Navigation Study has been underway since 1990.  The study was restructured in 2001 to seek long-term sustainability of the economic uses and ecological integrity of the system.  These study changes were made in consideration of the recommendations of the National Research Council and based on input from a federal agency task force.  The refocused study emphasizes the nation’s need to sustain both a quality ecosystem and an effective navigation system and the redirection ensures that any recommended improvements will meet both objectives.

MAJOR WORK ITEM FY 2004:  Identification of a recommended plan and release of DRAFT Feasibility Study Report (May) for public review and comment.  Public hearings on the final recommended plan currently scheduled for June.  Completion of Independent Technical Review and National Research Council Review.  Division Commanders Notice expected in September and Chiefs Report in November.

AUTHORIZATION:  This study is being performed under the authority of Section 216 of the Flood Control Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-611).

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT (S):  The regional and national significance of this study have attracted diverse and considerable congressional interest.  Regional interest has been expressed by the following congressional representatives: Senate: Bond (MO), Talent (MO) and Fitzgerald (IL); House: Leach (IA-1), Nussle (IA-2), Boswell (IA-3); Kind (WI-3); Manzullo (IL-16), Evans (IL-17), LaHood (IL-18), Shimkus (IL‑20); Clay (MO-1), Talent (MO-2), Hulshof (MO-9); Gutknecht (MN-1); 

Oberstar (MN-8)

ACTION OFFICER:  Mr. Denny Lundberg, Regional Project Manager, USACE – Rock Island District,  telephone 309/794-5632.
