February 2004

FACT SHEET

ILLINOIS WATERWAY

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE:  Projected FY05 funding will allow for routine operations and maintenance.   Savings and slippage has outpaced the inflation factors applied to the budget; resulting in even fewer dollars available to the project.  Historically flat line budgets for the Illinois Waterway Project have resulted in numerous backlogged maintenance items.  Additional FY05 funding in the amount of $24,001,000 could continue several major maintenance items as well as reduce some backlogged items; a) additional dredging per industry requirements, b) continue wicket lifter contract, c) repair the electric operating components at Marseilles and Lockport sites (PLC), d) LaGrange Lockwall resurfacing, e) Major Maintenance at O’Brien and Lockport sites, f) complete interim security measures, and g) additional planning and land acquisition for dredged material disposal sites (WRDA ’92).

CURRENT STATUS:  Project in operation.

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:  
Federal ($)

Allocation for FY 2004
$24,063,000  (Add’l redux post-savings & slippage)

Budgeted for FY 2005
$33,273,000

BACKGROUND:  

The project includes a total of 268 river miles of 9-foot commercial navigation channel from Chicago to LaGrange, Illinois; and 8 locks and 7 dams.   The system is a vital part of the national economy.   The navigable portions of this river and the locks and dams that allow waterway traffic to move from one pool to another are integral parts of a regional, national, and international transportation network.  The system is significant for certain key exports and the Nation’s balance of trade.  56 million tons of commodities passed through the navigation system during calendar year 2003.  Recreation facilities include a Visitor Center at Starved Rock Lock and Dam.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (CURRENT FY)  


Operations Costs


$
13,419,600


- Routine Operations


$ 12,767,600


- Conduct ERGO Inspection


$
58,800


- Lockport Bridge Inspection

$        11,200


- Dredged Material Management Plans

$      540,000


- Scour Surveys at 2 Locks

$        42,000


Maintenance Costs




$   9,318,400


- Routine Maintenance
$
7,568,400


- Dredged Mat’l Site Implementation


$      425,000

-Security/AntiTerrorism Measures


$   1,325,000

Total Cost



$ 24,063,000

MAJOR WORK ITEM (NEXT FY):  


Operations Costs


$
15,118,000


- Routine Operations


$
14,265,000


- Conduct ERGO Inspection


$
64,000


- Periodic Inspections @ 4 sites

$      211,000


- Dredged Material Management Plans

$      529,000


- Scour Surveys at 2 Locks

$        49,000


Maintenance Costs




$ 18,155,000


- Routine Maintenance
$ 11,201,000


- Implement Dredged Mat’l Placement Plans


$      379,000


- Peoria & LaGrange Hydraulic Reprs


$   6,491,000


- Lockport – Tree Removal (Dam Safety)                                                 $        84,000


- 

Total Cost



$ 33,273,000

AUTHORIZATION:  River and Harbor Acts of 1927 and 1930
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT(S):  IL - All

Action Officer:  Rick Granados, Operations Division, Illinois Waterway Project, telephone 309/794-5760. 
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