March 2004

Fact Sheet

Lucas-Berg Confined Disposal Facility, Worth, Illinois

Operations And Maintenance

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: This property contains a confined dredged material disposal facility designed in the late 1970’s in the City of Worth, Illinois. The City of Worth would like the Corps to reevaluate its requirements for the property.   Because of the limited potential for accessible dredged material placement sites in this reach of the Illinois Waterway, the Corps needs to maintain the Lucas-Berg Confined Disposal Facility (CDF) for future dredging requirements.  

CURRENT STATUS:  The Corps is currently conducting a technical evaluation of the site to be completed in the fall of 2004.  General maintenance of site being provided by the Corps.  

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:  
Federal O&M ($)

Allocation for FY 2004
    100,000


(Technical Assessment)


Budgeted for FY 2005     
    211,000

      (Feasibility study)

BACKGROUND:  In Worth, Illinois, the site is bordered by the Southwest Highway (to the West), 111th Street (to the North), the Illinois Waterway (to the South), and the Burlington-Northern Commuter Railway (to the East and Southeast).  The River and Harbor Acts of 2 March 1945, 21 July 1946, and 3 July 1958 authorized the construction of the Cal-Sag Channel.  As part of these authorizations, the local sponsor, Metropolitan Sanitary District of Greater Chicago (MSDGC), was to provide the necessary disposal areas required for the maintenance of the project.  MSDGC made Lucas-Berg Pit available to the Government for the disposal of the maintenance dredging material from the Cal-Sag channel.  The Lucas-Berg CDF includes a placement site, three sand filters and a pumping station.  The placement site is divided in half.  The northern half is undeveloped while the southern half has been constructed with a clay liner.  The existing site has not been used for placement of dredged material.  Pumps are in storage at the Starved Rock Lock and Dam facility. There are six parcels of land involved with this project in various stages of ownership.  Parcels 1 & 2 (where the placement site is located) are in fee-title with a reverter clause to MSDGC once the it is full.   The Burlington-Northern Railroad owns Parcel 3.  The Corps had a 20-year lease on Parcel 3, which expired in 1999.  Piping from the pit to the sand filters runs through parcel 3.   Parcels 4, 5, and 6 are owned by MWRD, and parcels 4 and 6 have been recently fenced off, so the Corps no longer has access.  There are ground water monitoring wells around the placement site.  

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT(S):  Lipinski (IL-3)

ACTION OFFICER:  Mr. Frank Monfeli, Project Manager, Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5640.
