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FACT SHEET

CONTINUING AUTHORITIES PROGRAM

HENDERSON #3 SECTION 204 PROJECT
Henderson county, il

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  None.

LOCATION:  Pool 18, Upper Mississippi River Miles 411.6 - 414.6
CURRENT STATUS:  On hold due to State’s inability to acquire land the necessary private lands for this project.
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Budget for FY '06

TBD
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BACKGROUND:  Henderson County Drainage #3 was built in 1913 and contains approximately 2,550 acres of former floodplain habitat.  Approximately 2,250 acres are under agricultural cultivation with only about 300 acres of old slough and bottom land forest remaining.  The southern end of the drainage district abuts Corps lands which were acquired as part of the Corps of Engineers 9-foot Channel Navigation Project and known as the Oquawka Refuge.  The refuge is managed by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  The construction of the Henderson #3 Levee and Drainage District separated the floodplain from the river.  Riverine species adapted to the ebb and flow of the river need this connectivity to thrive.  Agricultural practices, riparian clearing, and sedimentation have dramatically impacted the area’s habitat.  The project would re-connect the river to the 2,550 acreage and change the habitat to open water with submerged and emergent aquatic plants, hemi-marsh, wet prairie, and a small acreage of upland prairie.  This project, in combination with the completed Oquawka Refuge Habitat Restoration Section 1135 Project, will dramatically improve the regional habitat along this portion of the Mississippi River.  
MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ’05):  The 204 project is on hold due to State’s inability to acquire land the necessary private lands for this project.  However, NRCS and the landowners have been in negotiation and are likely to enter into a Wetland Reserve Easement (WRP) within the FY.  The Nature Conservancy and the State of Illinois are also considering the buyout of residual land interest and restoration scenarios.
MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ’06):  On hold due to State’s inability to acquire land the necessary private lands for this project.

AUTHORITY: Section 204 of the Water Resources Development Act, (Beneficial Use of Dredged Material for Ecosystem Restoration).

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IL-17

POINT OF CONTACT:  Ms. Dorie Bollman, Continuing Authorities Program Coordinator, Economic and Environmental Analysis Section, telephone: 309 794 5590, E-mail: Dorene.A.Bollman@usace.army.mil.
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