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Quincy Bay - Section 206
Adams County, Illinois
STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  None

LOCATION:  There are 3 separate federal projects between RM 327.0 to 330.0 in Pool 21 of the Mississippi River.  Two projects were authorized by the 1960 Small Boat Harbor authority:  Bay Island Access Channel and Squaw Chute Small Boat Harbor.  The 3rd project, Quincy Bay (maintenance of a 5’ deep channel), was authorized by the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1962.  The projects are all located in Adams County, Illinois.  Quincy, Illinois is located between RM 325.0 and 330.0.

CURRENT STATUS:

                  Estimated Federal Cost       
$ TBD
                  Estimated Non-Federal Cost 
$ TBD
                  Total Estimated Plan Cost
$ TBD
                   Allocated through FY 2005
$   TBD
                   Allocation for FY 2006
$        0

                   Balance to Complete
$ TBD
BACKGROUND:   The purpose of the Bay Island Access Channel was to provide easier upstream recreational boating access to the Mississippi River from the Squaw Chute Small Boat Harbor which is located approximately ¼ mile downstream of the access channel in the middle of Quincy Bay.  However, some people believe that the Access Channel contributes significantly to the sedimentation problem within the entire Quincy Bay area.  Mean depth is Quincy Bay is less than 5 feet.  The Quincy Bay project consists solely of periodic dredging of lower and middle Quincy Bay.  In 1987, the Illinois State Water Survey estimated that approximately 22% of the sediment being deposited in Quincy Bay came through the Access Channel.  That same year, the Rock Island District completed the Reconnaissance Report of the Sedimentation Problem in Quincy Bay.  Three major alternatives were considered: closure of the Bay Island Access Channel, selective dredging, and levee/berm construction to reduce sedimentation.  The report concluded with a recommendation that no further action be taken due to the absence of high priority project benefits such as commercial navigation or flood control.  In 1997, a 905b analysis was evaluating flood control opportunities for  nearby levee and drainage districts but was put into an inactive status before it was completed due lack of a sponsor.  The 1997 report evaluated the same alternatives as the 1987 report but also evaluated the opportunity for ecosystem restoration.  In WRDA 2000, the Bay Island Access Channel was deauthorized allowing for the opportunity for evaluation and possible closure through the Section 1135 program.
MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY05) The project received a $135K congressional add.  However, work allowances have not been received from HQ.  The first step in the 206 process is to conduct a Preliminary Restoration Plan ($10K effort).  Subject to the outcome and approval of the PRP, the balance of the funding could be used for feasibility phase work.
MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY06) Initiation or continuation of the feasibility phase.
AUTHORITY: WRDA 1996, Continuing Authorities Program, Section 206 (Section 1135 authority was determined to be inappropriate for this project due to its deauthorization status.)
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: Il-17

ACTION OFFICER:  Dorie Bollman, Economic and Environmental Analysis Branch, Env CAP Coordinator, telephone 309/794-5590, e-mail: Dorene.A.Bollman@usace.army.mil






