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VENTURA MARSH AT CLEAR LAKE SECTION 206 PROJECT
CERRO GORDO COUNTY, IA

STATEMENT OF ISSUE: None.
LOCATION: Clear Lake, a 3,625-acre natural lake, is located near the town of Clear Lake, Cerro Gordo County, in north central Iowa, and has a drainage area of approximately 8,450 acres. Clear Lake drains into the Winnebago River.

CURRENT STATUS:  Approved and funded for feasibility study.
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BACKGROUND: Clear Lake has undergone dramatic degradation over the past 60 years due to the loss of critical habitat. As an indicator, densities of a variety of fish species have declined over time due to reductions in water clarity and the loss of emergent and submergent plant beds.  The primary problems relate to delivery and resuspension of sediments and nutrients, reduction in water depths, and loss of aquatic plants.  The State of Iowa requested assistance for a restoration project at Clear Lake through a Letter of Request dated 20 Jun 2002. Opportunities exist to address these problems through dredging, island creation, construction of off-shore breakwaters and marsh restoration. It is likely that most of these proposed activities, except the marsh restoration component, will exceed the $5 million Federal cost limit.  The Section 206 project is anticipated to focus primary on restoration of Ventura Marsh. 

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 05):  Continuation of the feasibility study.
MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 06):  If funding is provided, feasibility phase could be completed.
AUTHORITY: Section 206 of the 1996 Water Resources Development Act, (Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration)

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IA-04

POINT OF CONTACT:  Ms. Camie Knollenberg, Study Manager, Planning and Policy Branch, telephone: (309) 794-5487 or e-mail: Camie.A.Knollenberg@usace.army.mil.
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