February 2005

FACT SHEET

CONTINUING AUTHORITIES PROGRAM 
PROJECT:  Spoon River at Route 20 Bridge; Knox County, Illinois – Snagging and Clearing
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: IL - 17
LOCATION: Route 20 crosses the Spoon River approximately 25 miles south east of Galesburg IL. 
AUTHORITY: Section 208 of the 1954 Flood Control Act, as Amended 
Problems and Opportunities: The center span of the Route 20 Bridge over the Spoon River is completely blocked by an island of debris and drift sand, which have accreted over a period of years.  Because of this blockage the hydraulic capacity of the bridge is reduced and flows are directed through the remaining spans. These higher than anticipated flows are causing both channel and bank erosion which if left unchecked can reduce the abutments ability to safely support the bridge. 
VIEWS OF THE SPONSOR: In a letter dated May 25, 2004 the Knox County. IL Highway Department requested Corps assistance with the removal of a blockage upstream of the Rte. 20 Bridge. On January 24, 2005 representatives of the county confirmed their desire for Corps assistance with this undertaking. 

VIEWS OF FEDERAL, STATE AND REGIONAL AGENCIES: The views of federal, state and regional agencies will be solicited once the study is begun.
iMPLEMENTATION sCHEDULE: A Section 208 Study is recommended to determine the extent of the sedimentation, identify any stream reaches where sediment removal will result in a reduction in flood damages and determine the extent of any snagging operation. The Rock Island District will begin this effort when funds are made available. 

POINT OF CONTACT: Dennis Hamilton, Program Management Branch, Planning, Programs and Project Management Division, telephone 309-794-5634; e-mail dennis.w.hamilton@usace.army.mil
