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Dubuque Ice Harbor, Iowa (Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium)

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  None

LOCATION:  The Mississippi River Discovery Center Wetland Project was authorized for construction in the Dubuque Ice Harbor at approximate RM 579.5, Pool 12 of the Mississippi River.  The project is located in Dubuque County, Iowa.  Dubuque, Iowa is located at RM 580.5.

CURRENT STATUS:  Project completed.

                  Estimated Federal Cost       
$                0

                  Estimated Non-Federal Cost 
$                0

                  Total Estimated Plan Cost
$                0

                   Allocated through FY 2003
$                0

                   Allocation for FY 2004
$                0

                   Balance to Complete
$                0

BACKGROUND:   The Dubuque Historical Society (Society) undertook the renovation of an existing museum to create and build the new National Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium.  The construction of a demonstration wetland was included in the Museum expansion project.  WRDA 99, Section 323 authorized the construction of the wetland demonstration project to serve the 3 million visitors to the Upper Mississippi River.  This project is within a commercial boat harbor, Dubuque Ice Harbor, authorized by the River and Harbor Act of 14 July 1960, P.L. 86-645, and originally built by the Corps in 1885.  Through various exhibits, aquaria, and the outdoor wetland demonstration, the visitor can experience and learn about the environmental, economic, and cultural history of the Mississippi River. The wetland exhibit demonstrates the environmental values of this habitat type to the biologic diversity of the river. The wetland project was completed in 2003 by the Society without any fiscal contribution from the Corps.  The Society also completed the construction of the National Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium and had a grand opening in June of 2003.  The Museum is the only major interpretive center for the entire upper Mississippi region.  Additionally, the Society and the Corps entered into a Partnership Agreement in November 1998.  That Agreement was updated in June 2004.  The Museum is now designated as one of 17 Coastal Ecosystem Learning Centers in the country under the Coastal America umbrella.  The CELC designation also links the Museum to federal agency partnerships through a Coastal America memorandum of Agreement.  The Rock Island District participates in Museum activities and programs in support of that partnership. 
MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 05) Participate with the Museum through the Federal Agency Advisory Group. 
MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 06) Continue partnership.

AUTHORITY: WRDA 1999, Section 323
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: IA-01

ACTION OFFICER:  Dorie Bollman, Economic and Environmental Analysis Branch, American Heritage Rivers Pilot, telephone 309/794-5590 e-mail, Dorene.A.Bollman@usace.army.mil





