February 2005
FACT SHEET

CLEAR LAKE WATERSHED, IOWA

Statement of Issue: FY 2005 Congressional add, not in the FY 2006 President’s Budget.
LOCATION:  Clear Lake is a 3,625-acre natural lake, located near the Town of Clear Lake, in north central Iowa.  
Current Status: Potential for Feasibility Study initiation in FY05.  Completion of the Reconnaissance report resulted in a refinement of the cost estimate for the feasibility study from $890,000 to $2,000,000.  Due to the sponsor’s desire for lake dredging, a computer model of the lake needs to be developed to quantify the dredging benefit.

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA
:


         




          FEASIBILITY
Estimated Federal Cost




$ 1,000,000

Estimated Non-Federal Cost



$ 1,000,000

Total Estimated Cost
  
           


$ 2,000,000

Allocations through FY 2004

                  
$      
    0
Budget Request for FY 2005
             


$               0    

Allocation for FY 2005

             


$     125,000       

Budget Request for FY 2006
             


$           
    0      

Balance to Complete after FY 2006

             $     875,000               

Background: Sponsor is Iowa Department of Natural resources.  Clear Lake, a 3,625-acre natural lake, is located near the town of Clear Lake, Cerro Gordo County, in north central Iowa, and has a drainage area of approximately 8,450 acres. The lake area is divided into the Clear Lake, Little Clear Lake, and the Ventura Marsh components.  The primary problems relate to delivery and resuspension of sediments and nutrients, reduction in water depths, and loss of aquatic plants.  Potential features to address these problems and restore ecosystem diversity include dredging, island creation, marsh restoration, and construction of off-shore rock dikes to reduce wind fetch and sediment resuspension. The reconnaissance study determined that there is justification for a detailed feasibility study of Clear Lake. A Continuing Authorities Program Section 206 project is underway to study only Ventura Marsh.  The feasibility study for the 206 project was initiated in FY04.   

MAJOR WORK ITEMS (FY 2005): Complete Reconnaissance Study (905b) Report. Complete draft Project Management Plan (PMP) and Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement (FCSA).  Execute FCSA.  Initiate Feasibility Study.  
MAJOR WORK ITEMS (FY 2006):  Continuation of feasibility phase.
AUTHORIZATION: House resolution adopted 01 October 2003 by the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Representatives.
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS:  IA-5

POINT OF CONTACT: Ms. Camie Knollenberg, Study Manager, Planning and Policy Branch, telephone: (309) 794-5487 or e-mail: Camie.A.Knollenberg@usace.army.mil.
