February 2005
FACT SHEET
DES MOINES AND RACCOON RIVERS, IOWA

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  Project is not included in the FY06 President’s budget because the benefit-cost ratio is less than 3.  FY06 appropriations would allow continuation of preconstruction engineering and design (PED) and, if authorized by Congress in 2006, would allow initiation of construction in FY07.
CURRENT STATUS: A cost-shared feasibility study has been underway since 1999. The draft feasibility report is completed and under internal review prior to being sent out for public review.  The draft report recommends reconstruction of levees at Birdland Park and Central Place and improvements to closures in the Downtown levee system.  The Division Engineer’s Notice is scheduled for July 2005 after which PED activities will begin using PED funds appropriated for FY05.  The estimated project cost is $10.0 million. 

Congressional authorization and appropriation of Construction funds is required to allow execution of a Project Cooperation Agreement (PCA) and initiation of construction.  Construction would also require completion of real estate acquisition. 









 FY 2006
SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:
                                   PED
Estimated Federal Cost

             $2,183,000

Estimated Non-Federal Cost

                  727,000

Total Estimated Cost
 
             $2,910,000

Allocation through FY 2004

             $              0

Budget Request for FY 2005

                             0

Allocation for FY 2005

                    20,000

Budget Request for FY 2006

               
      0

Balance to Complete after FY 2006

            $ 2,163,000

BACKGROUND:  The city of Des Moines, located in Polk County, Iowa, has several flood-prone streams that traverse the city, including the Des Moines River, Raccoon River, Walnut Creek, Fourmile Creek, and Leetown Creek.  The areas adjacent to these streams frequently sustain substantial flood damages. During the Great Flood of 1993, Polk County suffered more than $152,000,000 in flood damages, mostly in the Des Moines metropolitan area. In addition, Des Moines was without water service for more than a week causing the closure of most of the businesses and industry in the city.  More than 3,000 properties were inundated.  The city of Des Moines is seeking ways to reduce the potential damage from future floods. 

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 2005):  Complete feasibility report and initiate PED activities.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 2006):  (If funding is available) Continuation of plans and specifications. 
AUTHORIZATION:  The study was initiated pursuant to the Energy & Water Development Appropriations Act of 1998 and was authorized by Section 216 of the 1970 Flood Control Act.

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT(S):  IA-3
POINT OF CONTACT:  Dennis Hamilton, Project Manager, Project Management Branch, telephone 309/794-5634, E-mail address:  dennis.w.Hamilton@usace.army.mil.
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