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	Remarks for Col. William Bayles, Commander, Rock Island District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, at the Child Development Center Groundbreaking Ceremony on Arsenal Island, Memorial Park, 22 March 2003


Thank you for inviting me to join you here today.  I am Col. William Bayles, Commander of the Rock Island District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  It is a pleasure to be a part of the groundbreaking celebration for the Child Development Center.

The Child Development Center construction project represents a unique partnership with a diverse group, including

· 2 Corps of Engineers Districts (Rock Island and Louisville)

· 2 Rock Island Arsenal Directorates (Community and Family Services and Rock Island Arsenal Public Works)

· the Installation Management Agency, Northwest Regional Office

· Pacific Construction Services, Inc. (8 (a) disadvantaged business contractor)

We are honored to be among this group.

This is a unique opportunity to construct something that will benefit a unique set of individuals—the United States soldiers.   Most of our soldiers today serve for long periods far away from home, and I believe one thing that makes a U.S. soldier unique is the willingness to serve our great country, always prepared, always knowing that war is a possibility.  We know the job and lifestyle of a soldier and his family requires sacrifices.  Yet the soldier serves voluntarily, and asks little in return.  A soldier’s work is vital to our country…  Indeed it is vital to preserving freedom in the world.  

This center will be one way that our nation shows appreciation to those who serve in the military.  Military or civilian, it’s important to know that families are safe and well cared for.  By caring for a soldier’s children, alongside children of the civilians here who support our soldiers, this facility will be a symbol of family security as our US troops continue to symbolize nation's security.

On behalf of the Rock Island District, I want to thank you again for inviting me to be part of this unique opportunity for the Rock Island Arsenal.
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