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Good afternoon.  It’s a pleasure to see all of you here today; I’m very excited about the proposition of assisting the city of Coralville.  You are here today to work on the development of a plan to assist in framing alternatives for future land use of the First Avenue Brownfields Pilot Study Area.


This is a great project and the Corps is excited about using our  Planning Assistance to  the States program to help communities like Coralville.  This is an effective way for us to use our existing authorities to assist communities with their brownfield efforts.


The Corps is very supportive of projects like this one and we are here to provide you with whatever assistance we can; however, we must also remember that this is a partnership and only through teamwork can we succeed.


A few years ago, there was an excitingly close basketball game involving the Chicago Bulls.  A rookie player, named Stacey King, scored one point and his teammate, Michael Jordan, scored 69.  After the game, a reporter asked King for his reaction and he said, “I will always remember this as the night Michael and I combined for 70 points.”


That’s the kind of focus towards results that this partnership needs in order to meet future challenges and do what's best for the citizens of Coralville.  


Today, you are here to expand the communication framework for your partnering team.  You are the ones who will decide if the team will work.  Throughout the coming months, you may experience many challenges, but through strong teamwork you will overcome problems and develop innovative solutions.


Teamwork between the partners is essential for us to attain our goal of providing a quality product to the city of Coralville.  Those of you in this room are the ones who will determine whether we will be a success.  You are the Michael Jordans who will make the 69 points in the game.  But, we can’t make 70 points without working together.


Once again, thank you for attending this working meeting.  I’m confident that your efforts today will be a productive step toward developing the best plan possible for the city of Coralville.
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