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Good morning.  I am Colonel William Bayles, the Commander of the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

It is a pleasure to have the opportunity to congratulate the city of Des Moines on garnering this prestigious recognition.  They are now one of only a handful of cities identified for their community improvement efforts.  Through their work under the Brownfields Showcase Community program, I am sure the city of Des Moines will continue their excellent efforts to enrich and enhance their environment.

For many years, the Corps of Engineers has worked with the city of Des Moines on their citywide improvement efforts.  These projects include multiple flood protection systems and the Des Moines Recreational River Greenbelt.  

We also partner with the city of Des Moines on their emergency preparedness efforts and some of their task force initiatives.

We are currently assisting the city with their brownfield redevelopment initiatives.  These efforts include land-use planning and clean-up support for the agribusiness development of the Des Moines Life Sciences and Advanced Technology Park.  The Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers Feasibility Study that is currently underway will assist in determining possible flood control improvements for several streams within the city, which also includes the Riverpoint West brownfield area.

It has been a pleasure for us to partner with the City of Des Moines.  Through the years, we have seen first-hand Des Moines’ efforts to improve their community.  The City of Des Moines has continued to illustrate its commitment to its citizens and the environment.

The Rock Island District, Corps of Engineers, is proud to be partners with such a forward-thinking city.  We are pleased to provide Des Moines with our services through the land-use plans we are currently creating and look forward to future opportunities to work with this award-winning city.
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