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	Remarks for Coralville Devonian Fossil Gorge Ceremony by Lt. Col. Torkild Brunso, Deputy Commander, Rock Island District, 23 June 2001




As Mr. Justis stated, my name is Lieutenant Colonel Tor Brunso and I am the Deputy Commander of the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The Commander of the Rock Island District, Colonel William Bayles, wanted to be with us today, but he is currently out of the country.  Therefore, it is my pleasure to represent the Corps at this important event.

Many years of hard work and dedication have gone into making this day possible.  It is because of the tremendous efforts of Devonian Fossil Gorge, Incorporated, that we have the interpretive facility we are dedicating today.  Many people have worked very hard to make this dream a reality; I commend them for their excellent efforts.  They have created a lasting memorial to their accomplishments.  They should be proud, as the Corps will be proud, of the important interpretive services they are providing the millions of citizens who will visit this gorge over the years.

With ever increasing funding constraints at government facilities, we too seldom see the development of such dynamic and state-of-the-art facilities on government land.  It is with deep and sincere appreciation that I thank Devonian Fossil Gorge, Incorporated, for providing the Corps, and the country, with this wonderful gift.

This facility was provided to the Corps through the initiatives and efforts of citizens who cared about Coralville and the Gorge. It is an example of what great things citizens can do for our country.  

It is also an excellent example of teamwork between the Corps and Devonian Fossil Gorge, Incorporated.  The realization of this vision required effort and coordination between both groups.  Partnership and teamwork were crucial to this project's success:  The committee and the Corps worked together to carefully develop each detail of this project.  In recognizing this fine example of teamwork, it is also important that I recognize and thank the Corps employees who contributed so much to this undertaking.

Once again, thank you to all involved -- for providing us with this important facility that will benefit visitors now and for generations to come.  
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