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Good morning.  It is a pleasure to welcome you to the Rock Island District. I am Col. William Bayles, the Commander of the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

It is a pleasure to be among such a distinguished group of individuals.  I want to thank the Environmental Advisory Board for choosing Rock Island for the location of this meeting.

It is significant that this meeting is held in Rock Island because we hold a unique position in our nation's inland waterways.  Rock Island is in a key location on the mighty Mississippi.  Congress has recognized the Mississippi River as both a nationally significant commercial navigation system and as a nationally significant ecosystem.  We are near the center of this important river system.

We're primarily a civil works district, administering federal programs in a 78,000-square mile area that includes the eastern two-thirds of Iowa, the northern half of Illinois, and corners of Minnesota, Missouri, and Wisconsin.  

We oversee 314 miles of the Upper Mississippi river and 268 miles of the Illinois Waterway, and their tributaries.  In all, we maintain 582 miles of 9-foot navigation channel; and we operate and maintain 20 lock and dam sites through an active channel dredging and structures maintenance program.

The Rock Island District is known for our work on a variety of environmentally significant projects, programs, and studies.  Topics of interest to many are the Upper Mississippi River -- Illinois Waterway System Navigation Study and the Environmental Management Program.  

The Navigation Study is one of the largest and most complex planning studies ever undertaken by the Corps.  As we strive to study navigation and the environment on the river, we are working to achieve the balance of economic and environmental sustainability.  

One Congressman calls the Mississippi River "our national treasure."  It is indeed a treasure because of its valuable environmental resources.  The Rock Island District is working hard to restore and enhance this treasured resource through our Environmental Management Program.  Through this program, the Corps plans, designs, and builds a variety of environmental enhancement projects to restore spawning and feeding habitats of fish and wildlife in backwaters and side channels.  

The Environmental Management Program and the Upper Mississippi--Illinois Waterway System Navigation Study are just two examples of the projects, programs, and studies within the Rock Island District that strive to achieve environmental balance and sustainability.

They are also excellent examples of ecosystem issues facing the Corps, the Environmental Advisory Board, our partners and the public.  By sharing information at meetings like this, I am sure that the Corps, its partners, and the public can ensure our actions consistently conserve, preserve, and restore the environment in addition to developing the nation's economic infrastructure, and making us even better stewards of the nation's resources and taxpayer dollars.

Once again, thank you for deciding to have this meeting in the Rock Island District.  We are honored by your presence.  If there is anything you need to make your stay in the Quad Cities more productive, please let me know.  My staff and I stand at your disposal.

Thank you.
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