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	Remarks for Lt. Col. Torkild Brunso, Deputy Commander, Rock Island District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, at the City of Fulton Dedication Ceremony in Fulton, Ill., 23 September 2002


Thank you for inviting me to join you here today.  My name is Lt. Col. Torkild Brunso and I am the Deputy Commander of the Rock Island District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  It is a pleasure to be a part of today's celebration.

One important element of the Corps' mission is to provide for flood damage reduction, and that is exactly what the Fulton Illinois Local Flood Protection Project has done for this community.

The levee was completed in 1983 and protects 10,000 acres, which includes residential areas, Fulton's municipal Water Works and Sewage Treatment plants, many industries and commercial establishments, and farmland. 

It was built several feet above the 1965 flood levels, the record flood for this area.  And during its lifetime, it has more than once protected the City of Fulton from high river levels.  In fact, through the years, this flood protection project has prevented more than $10.5 million in damages.

Although the Corps built this project, the real local heroes are the members of the Fulton Flood Control District.  Their enthusiastic support and hard work lead to the development and completion of this project.  They are also the ones who continue to maintain this flood protection project and work hard to protect this community during times of high water.

This project is an important part of the flood protection system for this city, and it is an important part of the Corps' efforts to protect river communities from devastating floods.  

It is an honor to be here to participate in the rededication of the plaque for this flood protection project.  We appreciate your continued support, and on behalf of the Corps, I would like to thank you for recognizing us in this way.  

Thank you.
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