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	Opening Remarks by Lt. Colonel Torkild Brunso,  Rick Granados, Larry Jones, & Steve Vander Horn

At Illinois River Barge Tours, Hosted by the Illinois Corn Marketing Board




Good morning/afternoon.  It is a pleasure to see all of you here today.  I am [insert name] of the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

The purpose of the Corps of Engineers is clear.  We do things for our nation that no one else can do.  We create a better quality of life for today's and tomorrow's citizens.  We preserve our environment for future generations.  We do good things for America -- and we do them well.

We are pledged to protect what Congressman Boswell calls "our national treasure," the Upper Mississippi River and Illinois Waterway.

We are committed to protecting the unique environment of the Upper Mississippi and Illinois Waterway, while at the same time, balancing the needs of navigation.  Striving to maintain harmony between the multiple interests on the river.

Navigation is an issue of key concern to you, and as such, you need to understand that this river is reaching a critical point.  The entire system is in dire need of repairs.  We began rehabilitation of our Illinois Waterway locks and dams in the 1970s and successfully completed final rehabilitation efforts in 1995.  However, these structures must also be maintained.  

Although our maintenance crews work diligently to ensure the lock and dam system operates around the clock, each year barges haul millions of tons of commerce on our river system.  In doing so, their travel through the locks causes continual wear and tear. Consequently, many of the locks are in need or repairs to reduce or eliminate breakdowns, barge delays, and loss of revenue to commercial shippers.

To give you an idea of how overwhelming the problem is, on the Illinois Waterway, the President's Budget Request for next year is for more than $22.8 million for maintenance
.  We need another $5 million, on top of that, next year just to take care of our carryover construction contracts and critical backlog.  Without these extra funds, the deterioration of our projects will continue.

Our current critical backlog for the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers is estimated to be more than $40 million with a total backlog of more than $150 million.  As you can see, this is a major problem for the Rock Island District, and for you as a user of the Illinois Waterway Navigation System.    

My objective for today's trip is for you to walk away with a better understanding of how the navigation system works and the important role the locks and dams play on the river.  By understanding this, you will better understand why it is critical that we maintain these valuable river structures. 

I appreciate the opportunity you have given me to speak with you today and I want to thank you for joining us on today's tour. I’m certain everyone has an “in” box piling up back at work, so thank you for spending your time here today and please enjoy the trip. 

Thank you.  
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