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Good morning, I'm Colonel William Bayles, Commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District.  I’m happy to be a part of today’s historic event.  The rebuilding of the 16th Street Bridge is an exciting project which has been in the works for quite some time.


First, I would like to thank the members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars who posted the colors for us today.  They did an excellent job.  Thanks also go to each of you for joining us as we begin the construction of the new bridge.

The purpose of the Corps of Engineers is clear.  We do things for our nation that no one else can do.  We create a better quality of life for today's and tomorrow's citizens.  We preserve our environment for future generations.  We do good things for America -- and we do them well.

We are pledged to protect our national treasure, the Upper Mississippi River and Illinois Waterway.

We are committed to protecting the unique environment of the Upper Mississippi and Illinois Waterway, while at the same time, balancing the needs of navigation and striving to maintain harmony between the multiple interests on the river.

Navigation is an issue of key concern, and as such, this bridge has become a key concern. 

My objective for today's ceremony is for everyone to walk away with a better understanding of why we are rebuilding the 16th Street Bridge and the important role the bridge plays in our ability to operate and maintain this portion of the Illinois Waterway.  

Barge and boat traffic depend on Corps employees being at the lock in order for them to move up and down the Illinois waterway through the lock system. A key factor involved in operating the locks and dams is having a safe and reliable route for our employees to arrive to work each day, 365 days a year.  


The 16th Street Bridge has provided the only reliable and reasonable long-term access to the Lockport Lock.  In recent years, the 16th Street Bridge had load restrictions and was reduced to one lane.  As many of you know, the bridge had become severely deteriorated was becoming dangerous and unsafe.  Construction of a new bridge was a Corps priority in order to continue to operate and maintain this portion of the waterway.

To provide a more reliable and long-term access to the Lockport Lock and Dam, we began working with the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago.  I want to thank Mr. Farnan for joining us today.  His efforts, and the efforts of others at the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, have made this day possible.  Without their support, we wouldn’t have been able to build this new bridge.

The new 16th Street Bridge, will provide us with reliable and long-term access to the Lockport Lock and Dam and the Illinois Waterway.  Access that is necessary for us to continue operating Lockport Lock.

Now that I have explained why this bridge-building project is so important to the Corps, I want to let you know how much I appreciate the opportunity you have given me to speak with you.  I’m certain everyone has many things they could be doing today, so thank you for spending some of your time here with us. 

I'd now like to introduce our keynote speaker.  I am pleased to introduce a great friend of the Lockport area, the Honorable Judy Biggert, Congresswoman for Illinois’ Thirteenth District.  

Congresswoman Biggert has represented the Thirteenth District since 1999. 

She was appointed to Congressional Delegation, White House Conference on Social Security. She serves on Committees on: Education and the Workforce, Financial Services, and Science 

She was named Vice-Chair of Subcommittee on Workforce Protections.

Her other Subcommittee Assignments: Education Reform; Capital Markets, Insurance, and Government Sponsored Enterprises; Financial Institutions and Consumer Credit; International Monetary Policy and Trade; Energy; and Research.

She was also elected Republican Co-Chair of Congressional Caucus on Women’s Issues. 

She is appointed to Speaker’s Working Group for a Drug Free America and the Bipartisan Working Group on Youth Violence.  

And these are just a few of her activities.

Her accomplishments include:

· improving education through writing a House-approved legislation that would remove barriers in current federal law preventing homeless children from receiving an education

· Protecting children by writing a law that improves law enforcement’s ability to investigate incidences of child exploitation on the Internet

· Fighting the War on Drugs by writing a law increasing penalties for traffickers of club drugs such as Ecstasy and providing for an information campaign on Ecstasy

· Just to name a few.

Please help me in welcoming our keynote speaker and distinguished guest, Congresswoman Biggert.
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