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	Remarks by Colonel William Bayles

At Lockport Lock Access Bridge Dedication Ceremony, Friday, 8 March 2002 




Good afternoon, I'm Colonel William Bayles, Commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District.  I’m happy to be a part of today’s event.

First, I would like to thank the members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #5788 who posted the colors for us today.  They did an excellent job.  Thanks also go to each of you for joining us as we celebrate the completion of this project.

This bridge is an important project for the Rock Island District Corps of Engineers because it is a perfect example of the Corps' ability to work with a contractor like Illinois Constructors Corporation to adapt to new projects in order to improve this country's infrastructure.

We seldom get the opportunity to build a bridge.  The Corps' primary mission is to apply engineering expertise to provide for navigation, flood protection, environmental restoration, emergency response, and to operate facilities and lands for the public good.  This project gave us the opportunity to do a little more.  

Building a bridge was a new endeavor for us and through the assistance of Illinois Constructors Corporation we rose to the challenge.  Illinois Constructors Corporation was the contractor who built the bridge for the Corps and we are greatly pleased with their success on this project.  

A key factor involved in operating the lock here in Lockport is having a safe and dependable way for our employees to arrive to work each day.  The new bridge provides reliable, long-term access to the Lockport Lock.  

It also provides members of the public with a way to access the Illinois Waterway.  Unfortunately, because of the need for heightened security after the September 11th terrorist attacks, we have had to install a security fence here, but, I do want you to know that the bridge is open for public traffic from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily.  

There are many people and organizations responsible for making this bridge project a reality.  But there is one organization I want to be sure to thank and that is the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago.  I want to thank Ms. Young for joining us today.  The efforts of those at the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, have made this day possible.  Without their support, we wouldn’t have been able to build this new bridge.

There is also another person here that I would like to thank for their continued support and that is our keynote speaker, the Honorable Judy Biggert, Congresswoman for Illinois’ Thirteenth District.  

Congresswoman Biggert has represented the Thirteenth District since 1999.  During her term:

· She was appointed to the Congressional Delegation, White House Conference on Social Security 

· She serves on Committees on: Education and the Workforce, Financial Services, Science, and Standards and Official Conduct; and,

· She was named the Vice-Chair of the Subcommittee on Workforce Protections.

· Her other Subcommittee Assignments are: Education Reform (Education and the Workforce); Capital Markets, Insurance, and Government Sponsored Enterprises (Financial Services); Financial Institutions and Consumer Credit (Financial Services); International Monetary Policy and Trade (Financial Services); Energy (Science); and Research (Science).

· She was elected Republican Co-Chair of Congressional Caucus on Women’s Issues

· She was appointed to the Speaker’s Working Group for a Drug Free America and the Bipartisan Working Group on Youth Violence; 

· She is a member of: the PNTR Whip Team, the Communications Whip Team, the Baltic Caucus, the Congressional Caucus on India and Indian-Americans, the Congressional Caucus on Albanian Issues, the Home Health Working Group, the Impact Aid Caucus, and the Results Caucus.

Please help me in welcoming our keynote speaker and distinguished guest, Congresswoman Biggert.
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