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At the Final Stage of the Loves Park Creek Flood Protection Project Groundbreaking Ceremony, Thursday, 15 August 2002 





Good morning, I'm Colonel William Bayles, Commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District.  I’m proud to be a part of today’s important event, the beginning of the final stage of the Loves Park Creek Flood Protection Project.


First, I would like to thank each of you for joining us today as we begin the final stage of this construction project.

Some of you may remember the repeated flooding in Loves Park in the 1970s.  Loves Park Creek overtopped its banks in 1971, 1973, 1975, and 1978.  It is said that time heals all wounds.  However, in the case of flooding, time can never heal wounds, when the threat of high water continues in the minds of all of you who have experienced its devastation.  Today, though, we are here to celebrate being one step closer to putting an end to your worries and memories of flooding on Loves Park Creek.

We are here to celebrate the start of the final stage of the Loves Park Creek Flood Protection Project.  The 18,000 lineal-feet of improved channels and the 236 acre-feet of storm water runoff flood storage in the Windsor Lake system created by this project upon its completion will protect commercial, industrial, and residential areas in the Loves Park community.

The Loves Park Creek Flood Protection Project is the result of an excellent partnership between the City of Loves Park, the Corps of Engineers, and the contractors who have worked on the project.

There are two individuals I must recognize especially for working hard to make this flood protection project a reality.  Thanks belong to your mayor Darryl Lindberg and your former mayor, Joseph Sinkiawic [SINK-A-WICK].  Former Mayor Sinkiawic's vision inspired this project and Mayor Lindberg's support, encouragement, and untiring efforts continued this project and ultimately led to our being here today.  They have worked hard to make this project successful, and to ensure that the City of Loves Park will be protected from future flooding and free of the cost of flood insurance.  

This is a project the city can be proud of.

I want to end by thanking you, the citizens of Loves Park, for your ongoing efforts to develop this flood protection project in your community.  Because of your continued support, we are able to be here today to celebrate the beginning of the final stage of this construction project, which will protect the citizens of Loves Park from the waters of Loves Park Creek.  Thank you for your inexhaustible devotion to the development of this project for your community.
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