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Opening Remarks by Colonel William Bayles, Commander, Rock Island District, 

At the Mississippi Valley Division Annual Water Control Meeting,  25 July 2000



Good morning.  It is a pleasure to see all of you here today.  I am Colonel William Bayles, the Commander of the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

For many years, the Corps of Engineers, the National Weather Service and the U.S. Geological Survey, have worked together to do things for our nation and our fellow citizens that they cannot do for themselves via private enterprise.  We do good things for America and our fellow citizens. 

I was afraid I would be late for this meeting and awoke this morning in the middle of a very vivid, and in retrospect, very insightful dream.  In this dream, I was enroute to this meeting and was in danger of being late.  I was departing a building, trying to get out through security turnstiles, but there were people ahead of me in line, waiting to get out.  I tried to go around, but was stopped by a security guard.  I wanted to jump that turnstile and get out since I would be late otherwise.  So that’s my challenge to you this morning—to jump turnstiles to find better, faster or cheaper ways to work together—hopefully these ways will be legal, too.  (Pause for laughter)

My objective for this conference is for you to walk away from this meeting with a better understanding of how each agency functions and how we can work together to better serve our fellow citizens. 

I appreciate the willingness and dedication you have shown in coming to this meeting. I’m certain everyone has an “in” box piling up back at work, so thank you for spending your time here.    My staff and I stand at your disposal to make your stay in the Quad Cities more productive or comfortable. 

Thank you.  
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