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Good morning.  I would like to thank you for joining us today.  I'm Colonel Bill Bayles, Commander and District Engineer of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District.  It's my pleasure to be here on such a special occasion, to christen one of the District's newest vessels, the Survey Vessel Hinds.


The Rock Island District traces its roots back to 1866, when Congress first appropriated funds to remove hazards to navigation on the Upper Mississippi River.  At that time, improvements to the river were made by contract, but contractors weren't willing to spend their money on specialized, expensive, and often experimental equipment.  What resulted was the birth of the District's fleet of boats.


Back then, it was common practice to rebuild worn-out boats into new boats with new names.  We purchased our first "used" steamboats, the "Montana" and the "Cafferty," in St. Louis in 1867.  They were used exclusively for dredging and removing logs in the Mississippi River.


It wasn't until the late 1800s, when we began designing boats specifically for District projects, that we purchased our first new boat, the "Colonel Mackenzie."


Since then, we've had an impressive fleet of boats in all shapes and sizes -- towboats, tenders, snag boats, survey vessels, canal boats, dipper and hydraulic dredges, quarter boats, building boats, barges, launches, and skiffs.


Today, we have more than 150 boats in our fleet.  Almost all of the fleet is used for operations and maintenance activities at District projects.


We're about to christen one of our newest vessels, a custom that can be traced back to days of old, when sailors believed that an accident would befall any boat that wasn't properly christened.


Many fishermen today still believe that if a ship hasn't been christened, it will not catch fish and the owner is sure to be drowned.


To ensure good luck for the Hinds and her crew, we've brought along a bottle of Champaign to break over her bow and officially name her.  


The Survey Vessel Hinds is one of the most modern and sophisticated hydro-survey boats in the country.  The Hinds is assigned to the Channel Maintenance Section and will perform hydrographic surveying primarily for dredging operations on the Mississippi River.  Typically, the vessel will be in operation approximately 200 days per year.  In its lifetime, it will be involved in thousands of surveys collecting data for channel maintenance, lock and dam periodic inspections, Environmental Management Program projects, and other engineering and environmental projects.


Weiss Devos and Mike Smith from Operations Division helped design the hydro-survey package used on the Hinds.  With this system, the Hinds can survey a two-mile-long section of river from bank to bank in three hours.  This allows the crew to collect the data 10 times faster than before.  It also has built-in differential global positioning and a gyrocompass.  It will display, collect and process one sounding per second, per sounding element, or 10 soundings per second, per sweep, with an overall accuracy of vessel position within three feet and depths within one-tenth of a foot.  

I am sure you agree that the Survey Vessel Hinds is a fine vessel.  She will be available for tours after the ceremony, and I invite all of you to come aboard and see her for yourself.


The Survey Vessel Hinds is named in memory of Terry Hinds, a former Corps employee and a friend to many who still work at the Corps.  Many of you may wonder how we determine the names for the various vessels the Corps purchases.  The larger vessels, such as towboats, are named after cities or towns located within the areas they will serve.  After a name is chosen, it is forwarded to the Mississippi Valley Division for approval.  With smaller vessels, the naming process is less formal.  Employees who work on them name these vessels.  The Survey Vessel Hinds is the first Corps boat named after someone who worked on the Illinois Waterway.  It is obvious that Terry made a lasting impression on his co-workers and friends.  They haven’t forgotten him and six years after his passing, they now have the opportunity to honor his memory by naming this vessel in his honor.

I have been told that Terry was an exemplary employee who loved the river and was dedicated to the Corps' mission; I am sure the Survey Vessel Hinds will show the same dedication to duty and honorable service to the nation as her namesake.


I would now like to introduce our next speaker, Mike Zerbonia.  Mike is the Chief, of the Illinois Waterway Maintenance Section; he was Terry Hinds’ supervisor.  He is speaking on behalf of Terry’s friends and coworkers here at the Corps.
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