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Commander, Rock Island District, 

For Chad Pregracke's River Cleanup, 

Rock Island, Illinois, 14 July 2001


As Chad stated, my name is Colonel William Bayles and I am the Commander of the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. It is my pleasure to represent the Corps at this important event.  I am here to show my support for Chad's cleanup efforts and commend all of you for the excellent work you are doing improving our rivers.

Chad has told me how he spent his childhood next to the Mississippi River.  As a child and young adult, his love for the river grew and he was concerned about the amount of debris he saw covering its shores.  He spent many hours cleaning the banks of the river and dreamt of creating a system whereby others could help him in his efforts to clean the shores of the mighty Mississippi.  I am here today to say that Chad has transformed this dream into a reality.  

When looking at the looking at Chad's dream of cleaning the Mississippi and now other rivers of the nation, some may say that task was insurmountable, but Chad forged ahead and made it happen.

Before Chad's organized efforts to clean every mile of the Mississippi through the Adopt-A-River-Mile program, the river's shorelines were sporadically cleaned with some areas never being cleaned at all.  Some areas were cleaned every few months; other areas became dumping grounds for trash and debris for years.  Chad's program has ensured that each mile of the Mississippi and now other waterways will get the attention they deserve.  

Chad's efforts have also changed the public's views of public lands.  Now the Americans see public lands as community lands.  Community lands that we need to treat with respect.  Because of the Adopt-A-River-Mile program and Chad's community efforts, we have seen a noticeable increase in respect for the shores of our rivers and a marked decrease in the amount of trash and debris deposited on the shorelines.  I commend Chad for these important efforts.  He has truly left a legacy, changing the hearts and minds of Americans and allowing them to see and protect the beauty of America's rivers.

Unfortunately, with each flood we experience, more debris is deposited on our shoreline.  Some may see this as a setback, but I see it as an opportunity to show Chad's leadership in action.  Because his Adopt-A-River-Mile program causes the community to clean the river's shoreline multiple times a year, those involved in the cleanup efforts are quickly picking up the miles of debris left by the flood.  Before this program, it could take one or two organizations and dedicated individuals months and even years to cleanup after a flood, now it only takes a matter of weeks.

Those of us at the Corps have noticed Chad's excellent efforts.  He has energized all levels of our organization to adopt miles and contribute to his ongoing efforts.  The Rock Island District has become a team member in the Adopt-A-River-Mile program by adopting river miles 493-495, we have also worked with the state of Iowa to provide Chad with a barge for storage and disposal of materials from his cleanup.  I have personally worked with Chad to assist in his cleanup efforts and multiple members of my staff have also assisted him, to include Mr. Phil Cray, who servers as a volunteer board member in Chad's organization.

Chad's dream of cleaning the river has energized the Corps, multiple government entities, numerous businesses, the environmental community, and members of the public to follow his calling.  Through his leadership and valiant efforts, he has made his dream a reality.  He has left a legacy of clean rivers for our generation and generations to come.

In closing, I want to thank Chad, his family, his friends, and an ever growing number of supporters for caring and making a difference for the millions of people who are proud to be river users.  Thank you. 

2

