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Good morning.  I'm Larry Barnett, Acting Deputy District Engineer for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District.  It is my distinct pleasure to represent the District as we celebrate the opening of our new Retain the Rain Parking Lot.

First, I want to introduce my fellow speakers, who are all associated with this project.  Kathy Wine is the Executive Director of River Action.  Ms. Wine is truly a renaissance woman.  She has worked diligently with the Corps to create this environmentally friendly parking lot.  She is also an active member of the community.  Under her direction, River Action has been responsible for much of the development, tourism and awareness of the Mississippi River within the Quad-City area.  

Next to Ms. Wine is James Patchett, Founder and President of Conservation Design Forum.  This talented man has earned advanced degrees in both landscape architecture and civil engineering.  Mr. Patchett currently serves as Chair of the American Society of Landscape Architect’s Professional Interest Group in Water Conservation and is a professor at Iowa State University.  He formed his award-winning company in 1994, and is a major developer of the green parking lot technology you see here today.  

I also want to introduce Matthew Thompson, President of General Asphalt Construction Company.  This Davenport company did an excellent job in constructing the parking lot. Mr. Thompson is a civil engineer by trade, and he is the second generation of Thompsons to run General Asphalt.  He has been in the business for 27 years and is a Quad-City native.  He is also no stranger to the Corps and the work we do to support the nation, his grandfather worked for the Corps for 35 years.

I also need to thank the Mississippi River Project Cooperating Association for providing us with refreshments and cake that resembles the paver stones in the new parking lot.  I hope you can take time to enjoy some refreshments and look at our cross-section models that illustrate the technology used on the parking lot.

After remarks by our speakers, we will cut a ribbon to officially open the new parking lot.  You will also notice from your program that the Rock Island Arsenal Fire Department will then help us demonstrate the effective drainage technology built into this green parking lot.  I’d like to thank the Fire Department for agreeing to assist us with this demonstration.

Finally, I want to recognize some Corps individuals who were instrumental in the design and construction of this parking lot.

· PERRY HUBERT was the project manager;

· LEON HODGES worked closely with Ms. Wine and River Action to create this environmentally friendly parking lot instead of just the standard parking area;

· JOANNE TRAICOFF (JOE-ANN TRAY-COUGH) was the project engineer;

· KEVIN HOLDEN was the landscape architect responsible for the parking lot layout; 
· NICK PESCHANG (PI-SHANG) was the lead engineering technician; and

· TOM MACK was the acting chief of quality assurance.

All of these individuals worked together as a team to create this innovative parking area. I’ll leave it to others to describe the state-of-the-art technology involved in this project.  My part in today’s ceremony is to explain some background surrounding today’s event.


Due to the threat of terrorism since 9-11, Army security measures created a substantial shortage of parking for district personnel assigned to the historic Clock Tower Building.  Asphalt or concrete parking lots have been the norm for several generations.   However, consistent with the Corps’ environmental operating principles, initiated by Chief of Engineers, LTG Robert Flowers, we at the Rock Island District enthusiastically explored alternatives to building one more asphalt or concrete parking lot.

The Corps’ 7 environmental operating principles, which are located on the District’s informative website, include the following:

1. Strive to achieve Environmental Sustainability. An environment maintained in a healthy, diverse and sustainable condition is necessary to support life.

2. Seek balance and synergy among human development activities and natural systems by designing economic and environmental solutions that support and reinforce one another.

3. Respect the views of individuals and groups interested in Corps activities; listen to them actively and learn from their perspective in the search to find innovative win-win solutions to the Nation’s problems that also protect and enhance the environment.

Applying these environmental operating principles in the design of the parking lot project, we found an outstanding partner who likewise is committed to improving natural resources and who offered its expertise and its funding to this project.

That partner is River Action, whose many contributions to enhance the Mississippi River are well known in the Quad Cities and in the Region. River Action is a non-profit organization with a primary mission of improving the design of riverfront development, public access and a healthy Mississippi River.

Our two organizations entered into a Challenge Cost Sharing Agreement, by which we shared resources toward accomplishment of a land management project. Together, we produced the ideal solution:  a green parking lot that would maintain the beauty of the Locks and Dam 15 Visitor Center area, reduce runoff into the river and produce an ongoing, educational example of environmentally-friendly design.  The synergy of River Action and the Corps working as a team has provided an excellent example of collaboration in environmental stewardship.

This parking lot is a demonstration parking lot.  It is meant to demonstrate one of the ways that man and the environment can live in harmony. The Corps’ rangers will use this parking lot as a discussion point with visitors to the Locks and Dam.  By educating the public about this innovative construction design, we hope to assist River Action in making such environmentally friendly parking lots the norm, instead of the exception. 


It is now my pleasure to introduce Kathy Wine, executive director of River Action.
Ms. Wine …

1) You are the first speaker, who introduces Kathy Wine.

2) Kathy Wine will introduce James Patchett.  No other words are necessary because he’s been described in these opening remarks.
3) James Patchett will introduce Matthew Thompson.  No other words are necessary because he’s been described in these opening remarks.
After Mr. Thompson’s remarks you will say the following:

Now I would like to invite all of you to join us at the parking lot as we cut the ribbon and view the Retain the Rain demonstration by the fire department.

Walk over to the parking lot.

(In the event of rain or soggy conditions, the fire department demonstration will not take place.)
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