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	Remarks by Larry Barnett, Acting Deputy District Engineer, Rock Island District, for the Devonian Fossil Gorge Visitor Facility Merit Award Ceremony, 30 May 2003




Welcome to the Devonian Fossil Gorge Visitor Facility and thank you for joining us today. My name is Larry Barnett and I am the Acting Deputy District Engineer for the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  This occasion is truly a celebration of this remarkable project. I understand that in the first three years of exposure of the fossils in the gorge that about 750,000 visitors had occasion to visit the gorge.  What a tribute to this valuable resource!

It is my pleasure to present the Army Corps of Engineers’ Design Merit Award today to a group of extraordinary and talented individuals, for their exceptional efforts in creating this state –of –the-art facility.  However, before I present the awards, I wish to share with you the origin and significance of this Design Merit award, an honor that is highly-coveted in the Engineer community..

The Chief of Engineers Design and Environmental Awards Program is a very competitive, national program of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  It began in 1965 and recognizes design excellence in projects accomplished by Corps team members who work in partnership with the private sector design and construction community.

For 2002, 11 projects earned awards from the 36 entries submitted.  Two separate, nationally recognized juries, comprised of design professionals, reviewed all projects.  The Devonian Fossil Gorge Visitor Facility is one of only two projects that received Merit Awards in the environmental category.

Before the Devonian Fossil Gorge Visitor Facility was built, visitors enjoyed the excitement of our paleontology treasures, but the site lacked  provision for conveying information  to interpret, understand, and fully appreciate the significance of these remarkable fossils.  The construction of this facility remedied that need, with design features including a parking lot, entry plaza, walkways, biostrome plaza, bronze markers, and an overlook plaza.  All of these features enhance a visitor’s experience, as well as interpret and preserve a valuable glimpse into Earth’s ancient history. 

When work first began on designing the Visitor Facility there were widely divergent ideas of how it should look.  It took a great deal of work, creativity and compromise by all to accomplish the award-winning project you see here today.

The principal design team for the Devonian Fossil Gorge Visitor Facility is receiving this honor for turning this scoured flood spillway into a community-learning asset.  This grassroots community initiative and funding effort resulted in an excellent interpretive design at minimal cost and low environmental impact.  Much of the design involves creative and innovative concepts, like the entry approach, the cut and polished fossil and limestone fountain, the overlook and biostrome plazas, the geologically correct placement of fossil-bearing boulders along the walkway leading into the gorge, and the unique and largest Anamosa (ANNA-MOSA) limestone slabs ever quarried by Weber Stone Quarry and vertically placed around a fountain plaza.

This prestigious award is a tribute to the hard work and dedication of the entire project team to provide an exceptionally informative and convenient facility for visitors to fully enjoy and more importantly learn about, the lake and the gorge.

Before presenting the awards to the principal design team, I want to say a few words about another organization that has received numerous awards for their significant contributions to this visitor facility.  That organization is River Products, Incorporated. They have previously received awards within the areas of “Community Contributions” and “Use of Rock and Limestone Products.”  You may have already seen these awards exhibited on a table near the entrance of the visitor facility, but if not, please take a few moments to view them. 

I also take this opportunity to acknowledge and express the Corps’ sincere appreciation for the generous financial contributions River Products has made to the project.  The former owner and president Kent Angerer (ANGER-ER), and his wife, Loretta, were the major fundraisers for the project.  As a matter of fact, they gave the first donation toward the creation of this wonderful interpretive facility.  I would also like to recognize the current owners of River Products, Mick Lilig (LIL-LEAGUE) and Tom Scott, as they continue the River Products tradition of support.  Under the guidance of Mr. Lilig and Mr. Scott, River Products assisted Devonian Fossil Gorge Inc. with the preparation and distribution of fundraising materials. River Products employee Deb Tisor (TY-SOR) was instrumental in assisting with these efforts. It is the dedication and resources of partners such as these that make these dreams a reality for the benefit of the public and for the advancement of science.  

Now, I take great pleasure in presenting these merit awards to those organizations that comprise the principal design team for this project.  I will first introduce the recipients by company name, followed by the representative from the company accepting the award.  Please hold your applause until all the awards have been given.  

As I introduce each of you, please step forward to receive your award.

SHOEMAKER & HAALAND (HOLLAND) PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 

Doug Weihe (WAY) is accepting the award on their behalf.  Shoemaker and Haaland (HOLLAND) was an active participant in the design team on all phases of the project.  Their forward thinking ideas significantly contributed to the design details.  Mr. Weihe (WAY), it gives me great pleasure to present Shoemaker and Haaland (HOLLAND) Professional Engineers with this award.  [Shake hands and present award.]

ARMADILLO ARTS

Will Thomson (TOM-SON) is the owner of Armadillo Arts and is accepting the award.  Will’s concepts for graphic designs for this project were both imaginative and on-the-mark.  Will’s ability to think beyond the ordinary and put his ideas into a first-class interpretive scheme, proved a most valuable contribution to the overall excellence of this facility. Mr. Thomson, it gives me great pleasure to present Armadillo Arts with this award. [Shake hands and present award.]

McCOMAS (MC-KO-MAS) & LACINA (LAH-C-NA) CONSTRUCTION, INCORPORATED 

Dave Lacina is the president of McComas and Lacina Construction and is accepting the award on their behalf.  His company was one of the first firms contacted about the project, and Mr. Lacina himself quickly became a key member of the design and construction advisory group.  His experience and professional advice provided valuable insight in all facets of the design project, including budget and cost details, contractor selection, and construction inspections.  Mr. Lacina was the “go-to” man for many of the design group’s needs.  Mr. Lacina, it gives me great pleasure to present McComas (MC-KO-MAS) and Lacina (LAH-C-NA) Construction, Incorporated, with this award.  [Shake hands and present award.]

DEVONIAN FOSSIL GORGE, INCORPORATED 

Tom Woodruff served as president of Devonian Fossil Gorge and is accepting the award on their behalf.  The other Devonian Fossil Gorge board members are: Brian Glenister (GLEN-ESTER), Byron Ross, John Castle, Marion Neely (KNEE-LEE), and Marvin Houg (HOAGUE).  As I said before, Kent and Loretta Angerer (ANGER-ER) of River Products were the primary fundraisers for Devonian Fossil Gorge.  There were also several hundred contributors and contractors who made this project possible. Devonian Fossil Gorge Incorporated is providing a list of these contributors today.  When you read the list, it clearly shows the wide community interest and support for this project.  The fund-raising efforts and dogged determination of Devonian Fossil Gorge Incorporated members is what got this facility constructed.  They had a vision of something special for their community and they worked hard to turn that vision into a reality.  Mr. Woodruff, it gives me great pleasure to present Devonian Fossil Gorge, Incorporated, with this award.  [Shake hands and present award.]

And last, but not least …

ROCK ISLAND DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

Kevin Holden is a landscape architect at the Corps and is accepting the award on their behalf.  There were many individuals at the Corps who participated in the planning and design of this project. They were:  Kirk Sunderman, Russell Gruenwald (GROON-WALD), Nick Peschang (PI-SHANG), Robert Simonton, John Quick, John Castle, and the Coralville Lake staff. Mr. Holden, and the Corps team, developed the overall philosophy of the site design and worked hard to transfer that design from paper to final construction.  Mr. Holden, it gives me great pleasure to present the Rock Island District with this award.  [Shake hands and present award.]

  Please join me in a warm round of applause for all of our design award recipients.  [Lead applause.]

I want to take this opportunity to share with you the Corps’ pride in the conformance of this project with the Chief Of Engineers’ Environmental Operating Principles.  LTG Robert Flowers issued 7 such principles to which we strive to adhere in the design of projects authorized by Congress and in the management of the resources entrusted to the Corps.  I share with you environmental operating principle number 6, of which the Devonian Fossil Gorge is a prime and truly outstanding example:

“Build and share an integrated scientific, economic and social knowledge base that supports a greater understanding of the environment and impacts of our work.”

Finally, I am sure that I speak for all of today’s recipients, when I say that my hope for the impact of this facility is this:  that the beauty and educational nature of the Devonian Fossil Gorge and this facility will encourage visitors to have a greater appreciation for our natural resources; to seek to learn more about paleontology and geology and anthropology and archaeology; and most importantly, to perhaps spark an interest in our children to seek a career in these fascinating fields of science.

This concludes the award ceremony.  Feel free to take a tour of the facility and continue to enjoy the refreshments generously provided by Devonian Fossil Gorge Incorporated. 

Thank you. 
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