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Good afternoon. I am Col. William Bayles of the Rock Island Corps of Engineers. It is a pleasure to be here today and to have the opportunity to speak with you.

Today we are all here because we care about the Illinois River. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers also 

cares. We are committed to protecting the unique environment of the Upper Mississippi and Illinois Waterway, while at the same time balancing the needs of navigation.

Striving to maintain harmony between the multiple interests on the river can be a tough job. But we don’t give up. Instead we use a number of studies to look for the solutions.

Today our current navigation system is approaching what we call the “saturation point.” Increasing river traffic has caused back-ups and safety problems.

To look at these issues we are the lead District conducting the Upper Mississippi River – Illinois Waterway System Navigation study. This study is one of the largest and most complex planning studies ever in the Corps.

Earlier this month, the Chief of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced the resumption of the Navigation Study. The refocused study will be modified to emphasize environmentally sustainable use of the river and to address concerns raised by the National Research Council in February 2001.

The study was put on hold last March to consider recommendations made by the National Research Council and others on the economic and environmental aspects of the study. The time also allowed the Chief to invite Washington-level representatives from the Department of Agriculture, Environment Protection Agency, Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Department of Transportation to provide a broader federal perspective on the needs of the river basin and to advise the Corps on how to address the National Research Council’s recommendations.


The Corps will develop a comprehensive plan in phases for the Upper Mississippi River and Illinois Waterway System to meet the nation’s navigation needs, while providing for ecosystem restoration and improvements. In approximately one year, the Corps will complete an interim report that will contain the scope of the comprehensive plan as well as recommendations for continued navigation and environmental planning. The Corps’ study process will continue to be collaborative, with a high degree of interagency and public participation.

The Corps’ river concerns encompass far more than just navigation; we are also pledged to protect what one Iowa Congressman calls “our national treasure,” the Upper Mississippi River and Illinois Waterways.


In our ecosystem restoration work, we search for sustainable development alternatives. Balanced and well-planned restoration does not damage the environment but instead improves it.


The Illinois River Ecosystem Restoration project is an excellent example of a project where environmental benefit is the goal of the project.


The Corps, the state of Illinois, the National Resource Conservation Service, and various counties along the Illinois River are currently working together on a 3-½ year Feasibility Study to create a plan for improvement of this vital ecosystem. The environment has become degraded from 150 years of settlement along the river. The major focus of this project is to restore conditions and habitats that were present before the river alterations began.

       The goal of the study is to provide the river with long-term solutions to its environmental concerns. One such concern is sedimentation, we are not only looking to addressing the short-term solution, which is dredging the area’s backwaters, we are also investigating the area upstream and determining how to prevent as much sediment from entering the river.


We are also looking at problems like increased runoff. We are investigating the long-term solutions of reducing runoff through the creation of more wetlands and improved natural buffers.


This study is more than just a one-time restoration of this area; instead it is seeking solutions to these problems for the long-term, creating a comprehensive plan for the river.


The Illinois River Ecosystem Restoration project is a testimonial to the ecosystem benefits, which can be gained by the appropriate use of technology and interagency support. There is no organization like the Corps that can get something like this done.

          We are also conducting a study to enhance the habitat and reduce sediment deposits in Peoria lake at Peoria, Ill. The improvements the Corps makes in this area will benefit recreational boaters using the Peoria riverfront area.


Currently we are looking at alternatives to dredge deep-water habitat and create islands with dredged material or place the material outside the lake.  And to address current and future sediment deposits into the lake, we are evaluating watershed restoration measures. Depending on availability of funds and timely completion of detailed designs, construction could begin as early as 2003. Brad Thompson from the Corps’ Program and Project Management Division will discuss this with you further during his presentation.


As you can see, we do a lot to achieve a balance between multiple interests and our river systems. But we don’t do this work alone.  The community and organizations like yours, help us as we strive to take care of our nation’s great waterways.  


By working together as a team, the community, concerned organizations and the Corps can improve the river for future generations.  

 As an example of this cooperation, every year, we help Chad Pregracke in his annual river clean up and we have adopted river miles in the Mississippi Beautification and Restoration Project. We have also provided him with a barge to assist him in his efforts.


I could talk for hours about the Corps’ commitment to the river, but I am not the only Corps representative here today.  Feel free to approach the Corps’ other representatives that have joined me. Brad Thompson has an extensive background in community planning and will be discussing the islands planned for Peoria Lake and the East Peoria Levee. He is also our resident expert on the Illinois Ecosystem Restoration Project. Another Corps’ employee with us today is Rick Granados, who is Chief of the Illinois Waterways Office. He can answer any questions you may have about our operations on the river and he will be discussing the operations of the Peoria lock and dam with you.


I appreciate the opportunity you have given me to speak with you today. And I hope everyone enjoys the tour.

Thank you.
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