Cedar Falls Local Flood Protection 

Dedication Ceremony


Good afternoon.  I'm Gary Loss, the civilian Deputy at the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  It's my pleasure to be here on this special occasion, to help dedicate the Cedar Falls Flood Damage Reduction Project.


Col. Jim Mudd, the Commander of the Rock Island District, wanted me to convey his apologies for not being here today.  He was originally scheduled to attend today's ceremony; however, a conflict in his schedule would not allow him to attend.  Even though he is not here, he wanted me to convey his enthusiasm and interest in this project.
Some of you may remember the record flood in Cedar Falls in 1961. The Cedar River overtopped its banks, rising nearly ten feet above flood stage. At that time, the river crested at 21.86 feet.  Damages were estimated at more than one million dollars and at least 700 homes were flooded.  Since then, citizens of this area have endured four additional high flood stages in 1965, 1969, 1993, and again last year when the river crested at 20.78 feet.

It is said that time heals all wounds.  But, in the case of flooding, time can never heal wounds, when the threat of high water continues in the minds of all of you who have experienced its ravages.  Today, though, time has come to put an end to your worries and memories of flooding in the downtown area of Cedar Falls.

We are here to celebrate the completion of the Cedar River, Cedar Falls, Local Flood Protection project.  A project that now protects downtown Cedar Falls from the turbulent waters of the Cedar River.

You will no longer fear flooding at the Broom Factory or at Viking industries.  You will no longer see flooding on Main Street or State Street.

The 4,000 feet of levees and 1,500 feet of floodwalls not only protect the city; they have also assisted with beautifying your city.  This flood protection project is an integral part of downtown improvement.  It features the riverfront promenade, which we are currently enjoying.  There is also the recreational trail near the river’s edge that will become popular with joggers and cyclists.

The results of this team effort between the city of Cedar Falls, Langman Construction, Incorporated, and the Corps of Engineers, is an attractive and user-friendly waterfront, which draws people to the downtown area.


This flood protection project cost $4.1 million dollars to construct and is estimated to prevent a million dollars in damages annually.  

In fact, the project has already proven its worth before it was even completed.  During the flooding last year, the protection project saved downtown from thousands of dollars in damages by holding back the waters of the Cedar River.

The Cedar Falls Flood Protection Project has already proven its value and will continue to do so for years to come.  It was financed through a cost-share program, with the city of Cedar Falls paying 25 percent of the costs and the Federal government paying 75 percent.   

There are two individuals I must recognize especially for bringing the flood project to Cedar Falls.  Thanks belong to your mayor John Crews and your former mayor, Ed Stachovic [STACK - OH - VITCH].  Their support and encouragement, as well as their untiring efforts ultimately led to the development of this project.

Thanks also go to Ron Arends, the senior engineer for the city of Cedar Falls, who worked very hard to ensure that the City of Cedar Falls was protected from future flooding and that the project was something that the city could be proud of.

Most of all, I would like to thank you, the community of Cedar Falls, for your ongoing efforts to construct a flood protection project in Cedar Falls.  Because of your continued support, we are able to be here today to celebrate the completed construction of a quality project, which will protect downtown Cedar Falls from the waters of the Cedar River.


Thank you for your inexhaustible devotion to the development of this project for your community.

I've told you about the community support involved in making this project possible, but the support didn't end at the community level.  You also had Federal and state interests looking out for your well being and pushing this project through the doors and channels of bureaucracy.  There are two individuals responsible for assisting this effort at the Federal level, Senators Charles Grassley and Tom Harkin.  

Their support, steadfast determination, and commitment to the citizens of Cedar Falls, led to the development of this project. 

Both of these gentlemen have sent representatives from their offices to discuss the importance of this project.  Please join me in welcoming these guests, Mr. Fred Schuster from Senator Grassley's Office and Ms. Beth Freeman from Senator Harkin's office.  Mr. Schuster will speak first.

Mr. Schuster…
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