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Good morning / afternoon.  I appreciate the opportunity to speak today.

As I'm sure most of you know, the Corps has been getting quite a bit of press lately!  My remarks today, however, will not speak specifically to any of the current allegations, but will instead speak to some of the water resources challenges that lie ahead, particularly navigation-related challenges.  

Through its navigation mission, the Corps touches the lives of millions of people on the Upper Mississippi River in their day-to-day activities.  The Corps provides the country with a safe and fuel-efficient way to transport goods.  To look at the impact the Corps has had on the Upper Mississippi River and the Illinois Waterway, all you need to do is reflect on life before the Corps' channel projects and the locks and dams.

In those days, often water barely trickled through the Mighty Mississippi.  In fact, here in Rock Island, water was at wading level much of the year.  Even when the water was at navigable depth, no one could ensure a channel depth.  There was no dredging, and in times of high water, water levels were not regulated, making navigation risky at best.  The rivers were also riddled with rapids, including the Rock Island rapids in this area. 

Since the water was low most of the year and the area was dangerous when the water was high, barge traffic was minimal on the upper river.  Massive rafts made of logs being transported by the logging industry from up north were often the only vessels traveling on the river.  With the reduction of logging, that traffic was also minimized on the river.

Because of the small amount of river traffic and the hazards of river transportation, the railroad industry created a monopoly on transporting goods from the Upper Mississippi area.  The area was landlocked and subject to the prices set by the railroad industry.  During this time, communities did not thrive in the Upper Mississippi because of the lack of transportation options.

The Corps' efforts to deepen the channel and the ultimate creation of the lock and dam system on the Upper Mississippi was the government's solution to ending the railroad monopoly and opening up the area to commerce.  Since that time, river communities have grown and thrived.  Farmers and businesses now have options on how to transport their goods, creating a balance between the railroad and river industries.

This system is also environmentally friendly.  One 15-barge tow holds as much cargo as 2.25 100-car train units or 870 large semis, that is the same as 2.75 miles of train cars or 11.5 miles of semis bumper to bumper.  Just imagine the amount of pollution associated with those figures.  As well as the extra traffic on the roads and the much longer delays at railroad tracks throughout the country. 

Our water transportation system also saves lives, by keeping the public away from the traffic.  Although there are other boats on the river, their interaction with barges is far less than the incidents associated with trains and trucks.

I have told you about the benefits provided to our country by the navigation system; however, let me tell you that our water highway system may not be able to meet 21st century demands.  Every year, more than one-half billion tons of commodities are moved on the Mississippi River navigation system.  This equates to more than $114 billion dollars of domestic and international freight.

Much of our system is already working at or near capacity, and traffic is expected to double in the next 20 years.  Without lock modernization to ensure smooth operations, the Upper Mississippi River will endure numerous consequences, to include:


--Decreased competitiveness and loss of jobs in farming, mining, and shipping.


--Loss of export markets, which in turn will impact the balance of trade and global competitiveness, and


--Reduced ability to deploy and re-supply military forces.

Within the next few months and years, it will be your job to determine what should be done with the navigation system on the Upper Mississippi River.  If you want the river to sustain current traffic levels, you are the ones who must let your feelings be known.  If you are not the advocates of river navigation, then no one will be and your voice will not be heard.  The decision is yours.

Let me close by saying that the Corps' focus is in investing in America for America -- with the right programs and projects for the right reasons. 

Thank you.
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