M/V CREVE COEUR CHRISTENING

25 APRIL 2000

Colonel James V. Mudd's Remarks

POSTING OF THE COLORS

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

INVOCATION

YOUR REMARKS:

Good afternoon.  I'm Colonel Jim Mudd, Commander and District Engineer of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District.  It's my pleasure to be here on such a special occasion, to christen one of the District's newest towboats, the "Motor Vessel Creve Coeur."


First, I would like to thank the members of the VFW Post 4835 who posted the colors for us and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  I also want to thank Reverend Sue Hyndman for leading us in today's invocation.  Thanks also go to you for joining us today in helping to christen the Motor Vessel Creve Coeur.


The Rock Island District traces its roots back to 1866, when Congress first appropriated funds to remove hazards to navigation on the Upper Mississippi River.  Back then, improvements to the river were made by contract, but contractors weren't willing to spend their money on specialized, expensive, and often experimental equipment.  What resulted was the birth of the District's fleet of boats.


Back then, it was common practice to rebuild worn-out boats into new boats with new names.  We purchased our first "used" steamboats, the "Montana" and the "Cafferty," in St. Louis in 1867.  They were used exclusively for dredging and removing logs in the Mississippi River.


It wasn't until the late 1800s, when we began designing boats specifically for District projects, that we purchased our first new boat, the "Colonel Mackenzie."


Since then, we've had an impressive fleet of boats in all shapes and sizes -- towboats, tenders, snagboats, canal boats, dipper and hydraulic dredges, quarterboats, building boats, barges, launches, and skiffs.


Today, more than 160 boats make up our fleet.  Almost all of the fleet is used for operations and maintenance activities at District projects.


We're about to christen one of our newest towboats, a custom that can be traced back to days of old, when sailors believed that an accident would befall any boat that wasn't properly christened.


Many fisherman today still believe that if a ship hasn't been christened, it will catch no fish, and the owner is sure to be drowned.


To ensure good luck for the Creve Coeur and her crew, we've brought along a bottle of Champaign to break over her bow and officially name her.


She will be named after the fine Village of Creve Coeur, one of the river towns she will serve.  I am sure she will show the same strength and spirit as the citizens of history who have forged this beautiful town.


The Creve Coeur is one of the premiere towboats in our fleet.  She's a 1,300-horsepower workboat with a state-of-the-art jack-up pilothouse that will enable her to clear bridges all the way into Chicago.


The Motor Vessel Creve Coeur will work year-round, even in the shallow, ice and drift-strewn rivers of the Illinois Waterway.  Her duties will consist of repair and maintenance of locks and dams on the Illinois River.  The Creve Coeur will be used for switching, line-pull and free-running service.


I am sure you agree that the Motor Vessel Creve Coeur is a fine vessel.  She will be here until 2:30 this afternoon, and I invite all of you to come aboard and see her for yourself after the ceremony.


Now, I'd like to introduce the mayor of the Village of Creve Coeur.  Mayor Prather, would you please come up and say a few words.

(Sit for Mayor Prather's remarks.)

PRESENTATION OF MOTOR VESSEL CREVE COEUR PICTURE TO MAYOR PRATHER:

(Give Mayor photo of M/V Creve Coeur.)


As a token of our appreciation for allowing us the honor of using the Village of Creve Coeur's name to name this boat, I'd like to present you with a picture of the vessel.

CHRISTENING OF THE MOTOR VESSEL CREVE COEUR:


Now please join us at the boat as Mayor Prather does the honors of officially christening the Motor Vessel Creve Coeur after your fine city.

(Clap after the mayor breaks the Champaign bottle against the boat.)
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