MUSCATINE DEDICATION CEREMONY


Good morning, I'm Colonel Jim Mudd, Commander and District Engineer of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District.  I’m delighted to be a part of today’s historic event.  This is an exciting project and has been in the works for quite some time.  A lot of work over a lot of years has taken place to make this day possible.


First, I would like to thank the members of the Joint American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars Firing Squad who posted the colors for us and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  They did an excellent job.  I also want to thank Pastor Leif (LEAF) Pohl (POLE) for leading us in today's invocation.  Thanks also go to you for joining us in helping to dedicate the Muscatine Flood Damage Reduction Project.

Because of this project, residents of Muscatine will be able to rest a little easier when the waters of the Mississippi River and Michael Creek begin to rise.  It is said that time heals all wounds.  But, in the case of flooding, time can never heal the wounds when the threat of flooding continues in the minds of all of you who have experienced its ravages.  Today though, the time has come to put an end to your worries and memories of flooding in this area.

We are here to celebrate the completion of the Muscatine Flood Damage Reduction Project.  A project that protects more than 30,000 acres of commercial, industrial, and agricultural land, including Muscatine's municipal water and light plant, the city's sewage treatment plant, numerous businesses, hundreds of farms and homes, the city's airport, railroad lines, highways, and many thousands of acres of agricultural land.

Because of the partnership between the Corps of Engineers, the City of Muscatine, the Muscatine Levee District, Laverdiere Construction, Incorporated, Phillips Grading and Construction, Incorporated, Midwest Foundation, and the numerous private-industry sponsors involved we now have a flood protection project that will enhance and protect the area, while reducing the amount of public expenses related to flood damage.

The project cost more than $8 million dollars to build and could prevent hundreds of millions of dollars in damages in the future.  I am also proud to say that the project was completed on time and under budget .  

It was financed through a cost-share program with the City of Muscatine and the Muscatine Levee District paying 25 percent of the bill and the Federal government paying the remaining 75 percent.

This project is the culmination of more than 20 years of time, effort, and dedication.  There are numerous individuals who deserve thanks for making this project possible.  Your thanks belong to:


--  A.J. Johnson, Muscatine’s city administrator;


--  Don Wilson, chairman of the Muscatine Levee District; and


--  Bill Trent from Varied Investments, Incorporated, who pulled all of Muscatine's industry supporters together to make this project possible.


They are the heroes whose support, encouragement, and untiring efforts ultimately led to the development of this project.


I also want to thank you, the community of Muscatine, for your ongoing efforts to construct a flood protection project in Muscatine.  Because of your continued support, we are here today to celebrate the completed construction of a quality project, which will protect Muscatine from the waters of the Mississippi River and Michael Creek.


Thank you for your inexhaustible devotion to the development of this project for your community.


I've told you about the community support involved in making this project possible, but the support didn't end at the community level.  You also had Federal interests looking out for your well being and pushing this project through the doors and channels of bureaucracy.  There is one individual responsible for assisting this effort at the Federal level, Congressman Jim Leach.  

His support, steadfast determination, and commitment to the citizens of Muscatine, led to the development of this project.  The lion's share of thanks for this project should rest with him.  Please join me in welcoming our keynote speaker and the individual responsible for delivering this project to the City of Muscatine, Congressman Jim Leach.
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