Peoria Signing Event

Good afternoon, I want to thank you for coming today.  I’m Col. Jim Mudd, District Engineer for the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  It’s a pleasure to be in Peoria today to meet with Congressman LaHood and Department of Natural Resources Director Manning to officially begin efforts directed at revitalizing one of Peoria’s most valuable resources.  

This action plan has been a long time in the making, and we're grateful to Congressman LaHood for his dedication and perseverance.  We look forward to working with the State of Illinois and, in particular the Department of Natural Resources, who have demonstrated a great commitment to preserving and restoring Peoria Lakes and the entire Illinois River.  In addition, we are looking forward to hearing the comments of all of you and the general public as we host an open house following this event. 

Implementation of this project will set into motion a process to restore habitats for the hundreds of species, which make this lake home.  This action plan may also lead to the enhancement of recreational opportunities for thousands in the surrounding communities and add to the natural beauty of the lake. 

Obtaining funding for this project was the first necessary step toward helping the Peoria community realize its dreams of restoring Peoria Lake.  With this funding we can work towards revitalizing the lake and its surrounding habitats to a condition which will both improve the viable habitats for its wildlife and support the recreational needs of the community.

This plan for action, and any projects resulting from it, align with the Corps of Engineers' and the state of Illinois' strong commitment to restoring the Illinois River.  It provides a valuable step forward in implementing the recommendations of the "Integrated Management Plan for the Illinois River Watershed".  Any projects would support Governor Ryan’s Illinois Rivers 2020 initiative and the efforts of the Illinois River Coordinating Council and Lieutenant Governor Coreen (CORE-EEN) Wood.

Thank you for coming here today to celebrate the official start of this effort.  The timely implementation of this plan would not be possible without the influence of Congressman LaHood and the commitment of the State of Illinois and this community.  With this combined effort, Peoria Lake and its surrounding communities have a bright and promising future.  Thank you.
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