PRINCETON REFUGE DEDICATION SPEECH

Given by Col. James V. Mudd, Commander

Rock Island District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Thank you for being here today.  As the Commander of the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, I am in charge of promoting the development of the Environmental Management Program's projects within the Rock Island District.

It is a pleasure for me to be here with you to dedicate one of the Environmental Management Program's completed projects, the Princeton Wildlife Management Area.  The work done on this project was a cooperative effort between some of our country’s most environmentally influential agencies and the public, who all worked together in order to preserve and restore our nation's priceless natural resources here at the Princeton Wildlife Management Area.

Projects like the refurbishment of the Princeton Wildlife Management Area demonstrate the unshakable commitment of the Corps of Engineers to maintaining this nation’s environment and preserving habitats for the hundreds of species of plants and animals that live in, or migrate through, this area.

The Princeton Wildlife Management Area project is just one of many currently being carried out under the Upper Mississippi River System Environmental Management Program.  Projects such as this one require a network of individuals and agencies who are all firmly committed to the cause of ecological preservation and restoration.  Though the Corps of Engineers is responsible for carrying out the Environmental Management Program, it is by no means its only participant. The program's primary partners are the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Geological Survey, and the Upper Mississippi River Basin states of Iowa, Illinois, Minnesota, Missouri, and Wisconsin.  Each of these plays a crucial role in the implementation of this program. 

The Environmental Management Program is addressing habitat needs all along the Upper Mississippi River between the Twin Cities and the mouth of the Ohio River, the Illinois Waterway, and other tributaries supporting commercial navigation activities.  The preservation and restoration of critical habitats within and along these rivers, is the primary goal of the program.  

The accomplishment of this goal requires the joint effort of state and federal agencies.  Partnership and teamwork are crucial to the success of every project.  Non-government organizations such as American Rivers, the Sierra Club and the general public also play an important role in project development.

Since the Environmental Management Program was authorized by Congress thirteen years ago, 43 projects, such as this one at the Princeton Wildlife Management Area, have been, or are being, constructed in the five state area.  The program recognizes the multiple uses of the Mississippi River, and strives to maintain a balance between environmental, navigational, and recreational interests.  

Another important and effective feature of this program involves the long-term monitoring of the river system.  Six field stations, staffed by state biologists conduct this monitoring.  The long-term monitoring aspect of the program is managed by the Corps of Engineers and implemented by the U.S. Geological Survey.  

This Environmental Management Program is effective because of the unparalleled cooperation between the state and federal agencies participating in it.  Another reason for its success is the valuable support and input from various interest groups, local residents, small business owners, and university researchers.  The contribution of these individuals is an important part of project planning and design.

Not only does this program help to ensure the ecological stability of some of this country’s most important waterways, it also promotes cooperation and compromise among the many state and federal agencies who are responsible for managing natural resources, assuring a reliable transportation method, and providing quality recreation opportunities.

As we all share in this celebration of the dedication of the Princeton Wildlife Management Area, we must remember that there are hundreds of other areas like the Princeton Wildlife Management Area that also need to be revitalized.  Only through the continuation of programs like the Environmental Management Program, can we ensure the longevity and quality of our nature's most precious natural resources.  As you listen to our speakers today and learn more about the Princeton Wildlife Management Area and the benefits the Environmental Management Program has provided fish and wildlife on the river, I challenge you to become an active participant in the program for the benefit of this and future generations.  Thank you.

Mr. Al Farris, who is the administrator for the Fish and Wildlife Division of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources will be our next speaker.

Mr. Farris …
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