Southeast Ottawa Local Flood Protection 

Dedication Ceremony

Good afternoon.  I'm Colonel Jim Mudd, Commander and District Engineer of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District.  It's my pleasure to be here on such a special occasion, to dedicate the Ottawa Flood Damage Reduction Project.

First, I would like to thank the members of the Ottawa Township High School Band for providing us with music at this ceremony.  They are an award-winning group and it is truly an honor to have them perform for us.  Thanks also go to you for joining us in helping to dedicate the Ottawa Flood Damage Reduction Project.

Because of this project, the Ottawa Township High School and local residents of the area will be able to rest a little easier when the river levels begin rising on the Fox and Illinois Rivers.

It is said that time heals all wounds.  But, in the case of flooding, time can never heal wounds, when the threat of flooding continues in the minds of all of you who have experienced its wrath.  Because this project is now complete, the time has come to put those memories behind you and see an end to flooding in this area.

We are here to celebrate the completion of the Southeast Ottawa, Local Flood Protection project.  A project that protects the high school, it’s athletic fields, and local residents from the turbulent waters of the Illinois and Fox Rivers.

This project will protect you and assist in preventing the annual flooding of the athletic field and recurrent flooding of the high school building.  The basements of local residences may also stay drier during high river stages.

The 3,700 feet of compacted earthen levee and 300 feet of concrete floodwall now built will protect the school and the surrounding area from the river's waters.

Because of the partnership efforts between the Ottawa School Board, Lawrence & Sons Contracting, Incorporated, and the Corps of Engineers, we now have a flood protection project that will enhance the high school area and reduce the amount of public expenses related to flood damage.

The project cost $2.6 million dollars to build and is estimated to prevent at least $200,000 in damages annually.  This project will protect you from floods like the one this area experienced in 1982.  That flood caused over $2 million in damages.  

The project was financed through a cost-share program, with Ottawa School District paying 25 percent of the bill and the Federal government paying the remaining 75 percent.

There is one individual responsible for bringing this project to Ottawa, Congressman Jerry Weller.  His support and encouragement, as well as his untiring efforts, ultimately led to the development of this project.  Your thanks belong to him.

Today, I want to thank Congressman Weller, the Ottawa Township High School’s Board of Education, its president, George Hupp [HUP], Junior, Superintendent Mick Clinch [CLENCH], and you, the community of Ottawa, for your ongoing efforts to construct a flood protection project that protects the high school.  Because of your continued support, we are here today to celebrate the completion of a quality project.  A flood protection project that will protect the high school and the surrounding area from the waters of the Illinois and Fox Rivers.

Thank you all for your inexhaustible devotion to the development of this project for your community.

Now please join me in welcoming our keynote speaker and the individual responsible for making this project happen for the city of Ottawa, Congressman Jerry Weller.
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