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	Introductory Remarks for BG Crear by Col. Duane Gapinski, Commander, Rock Island District, 10 February 2005



Our guest speaker today, Brigadier General Robert Crear, assumed command of the Corps of Engineer's Mississippi Valley Division, in Vicksburg, Mississippi this past June.   He also serves as President-designee of the Mississippi River Commission.   General Crear came to the Mississippi Valley Division from duty as Commander for the Corps’ Southwestern Division, in Dallas, Texas.  

While in Dallas, General Crear deployed to the Middle East during Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom to serve as Commander, Task Force Restore Iraqi Oil or RIO from January to November of 2003.   TF RIO's first-of-its-kind mission for the Department of Defense was to first extinguish all oil fires and to then restore the oil infrastructure, production, export capability, and the internal distribution system, in addition to importing fuel for humanitarian purposes.   

General Crear has also served as the Chief of Staff of the Corps of Engineers and as the Commander of the Vicksburg District.
Born in Vicksburg, he graduated in 1975 from Jackson State University, Jackson, Miss., where he received a bachelor’s degree in mathematics.  He holds a master’s degree in national resource strategy from the Industrial College of the Armed Forces.

The General will speak about his experience in Iraq, as well as the importance of small businesses to the Corps.

Please join me in welcoming Brigadier General Robert Crear.

Post remarks:

Thank you, sir, for sharing with us some of the important work the Corps of Engineers team has done, and continues to do, in support of operations in Iraq, as well as voicing your strong support for the Corps' small and disadvantaged business program.  On behalf of the Rock Island Post of the Society of American Military Engineers, I would like to present you with this token of our appreciation.  
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