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Good afternoon.  On behalf of the Rock Island District Corps of Engineers, I would like to thank you for inviting me today to join in the celebration and recognition of the Big Island Levee and all those involved with it.

With the help of the Village of Milan and the Big Island River Conservancy District, the Corps completed construction of the Milan/Big Island Local Flood Protection Project in 1988.  The 10.2 mile long levee system protects around 2,200 acres of residential and commercial property.  It is designed to not only protect against the “100-year” flood along Mill Creek, but also against the “200-year” flood along the Mississippi and Rock Rivers, Kite Creek, and Eckhart Creek.  

Because the Big Island Levee is a federally constructed system, the Corps continues to work with the sponsors to ensure that the levee meets all standards.  Our flood area engineer, Bob Riebe, also assists with technical expertise and flood-fighting supplies and equipment, if required, during times of high water.  

While the Corps continues to strive to do our part for the nation and the citizens of the Quad-City area, there are countless others who support this nation through volunteerism. One outlet for volunteerism is the Boy Scouts of America.  

Founded in 1910, the Boy Scouts of America has been able to witness the transformation and growth of thousands of young men across the nation.

Obtaining the Eagle Scout merit is one of the most significant accomplishments that a boy can achieve, and today we have three young men from this community who have currently earned this highly commendable and respected honor.  

Christopher Galusha (GA-LOO-SHA), Ryan Plunkett (PLUN-KIT), and Brock Shradar (SHRAY-DER) have each achieved the status of Eagle Scout.  I would like to congratulate each of you for obtaining the Eagle Scout merit, because I know that it was not an easy task.  

Although the three of you have worked on numerous projects over your many years in Boy Scouts, I want to acknowledge each of you for your individual efforts here at the Big Island Levee.  

Christopher Galusha (GA-LOO-SHA):

Created a conversation area that consisted of three sturdy benches and a public information board.  The benches serve as a resting place on the walking path, and the public information board is an important and necessary official posting site for the Big Island River Conservancy District.

Ryan Plunkett (PLUN-KIT):

Created a message center that consisted of a message board with a roof and a Plexiglass front, and landscaping around the area.  The purpose of the message center is to provide the Big Island River Conservancy District and the community with a weatherproof and attractive place to post notices.

Brock Shradar (SHRAY-DER):

Created a conversation area that consisted of a park bench and associated landscaping.  The area serves as a resting place on the walking path.

On behalf of the Rock Island District Corps of Engineers, I would like to present Christopher, Ryan and Brock with Rock Island District gold coins for their persistent loyalty, service, and dedication to the community.  

(Hand them the coins.)

Again, thank you for your hard work, and I hope everyone enjoys the rest of day.
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