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I am Colonel Gapinski, the Rock Island District Commander, and I want to thank you for joining us at this Small Business Conference.  

The Rock Island District is solidly committed to the success of the Small Business Program.  We diligently strive to meet or exceed the program's goals.  This year, we are particularly focused on achieving our goals in the Service Disabled Veteran Owned Small Business, Historically Underutilized Business Zone, and Women Owned Small Business Program areas.

The theme of this year’s conference was “Small Business:  Cornerstones of the American Dream.”  The Corps works to ensure that small businesses have every opportunity to partner with us in serving the Nation's needs.  This enables business owners to achieve their dream of being their own boss and running their own company, while providing citizens with the quality services necessary to improve this great Nation.

To obtain the best value for the American taxpayer, it is important that we improve competition in the government contracting process.  The Small Business Program works to ensure that businesses of all sizes have the opportunity to compete in providing products and services to the nation.  
A key element to the success of this program is educating small businesses about contracting opportunities.  It is also important for small businesses to learn the government's contracting process.  I hope this conference achieved these goals.  I know it was also an occasion to network and enhance working relationships.  
I want to thank you for joining us at this Small Business Conference and learning more about how we can work together to support the Nation's needs.
Before we conclude this conference, I would like to provide our three guest speakers with certificates of appreciation for their participation.  

Would the following individuals please come up here to receive their certificates:

· Carolyn A. Tonn (TON), Business Opportunity Specialist, Small Business Administration Liaison, Cedar Rapids

· Jack J. Boccarossa (BACH-A-ROSSA), Supervisory Procurement Center Representative, Small Business Administration Liaison, Rock Island

· And, Robert  L. Conner, Assistant District Director, Small Business Administration, Illinois District Office.

Thank you for assisting in making this conference a success.
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