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Good afternoon.  It is both an honor and a pleasure to be speaking with you today.  


Women have always played an important part in American history.


See if you recognize these names:

· Clara Barton, who was credited as the first female to have a white-collar government position, began as a clerk-copyist in the Patent Office and later founded the American Red Cross;

· Mary Francis Hoyt, who had the highest score of any person in the first civil service exam in 1883;

· Alice B. Sanger, the first woman hired to work in the White House in 1890; and 

· Margaret Young, who signed more than 200,000 documents by 1911 for Presidents William Taft and Theodore Roosevelt.

These women share something in common with each of us.  Like us, they were hired by the government to work for the American public.  Since their time, we have had a new list of impressive women whose names we instantly recognize from headlines, and whose names will be recorded in history books for generations to come.  

· Dr. Condoleezza Rice, Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs;

· Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton, the only First Lady ever elected to the United States Senate; and

· Lt. Col. Eileen Collins, the first woman to command a space shuttle.

What do all these women have in common?  They are successful at winning the race of life.

What does it take to be successful?  Does it take money, a high-paying job, and a nice house?  Or is it more intangible?  As you think that over, I will read you a poem that has given me a great deal of inspiration in my quest to achieve my goals and win my race of life.  To me, it sums up what success is all about.

The poem is entitled “The Race” by D.H. Groberg.  As I read it, I ask that you think of how this poem could relate to successes in both your personal and professional life.

(READ THE POEM)

This poem presents what I believe are four principles of success.  I hope that as I share these four points and my own experiences, that you’re able to relate ways in which these ideas could help your career development. The four principles are as follows:

1.  Create your own destiny.

2.  Never fall victim to ridicule.

3.  Always do your best.

4.  And most importantly - never give up.

Who determines your destiny?  Some say it is predetermined, I believe that YOU have the ability to create your own destiny.  

I took charge of my destiny at age 16 when my parents divorced, because no one else could do it for me.  One night as I walked past my mother’s room, I heard her crying and praying.  She was praying because she didn’t know how she would ever be able to put me and my two younger sisters through college at the same time.  It was at that point, as I listened to my mom crying and praying, that I decided I was going to find a way to pay for my college education and take that burden off of my mother.

After a significant amount of research, I applied to the Air Force Academy, but was ultimately nominated to West Point, thanks to a Congressman who was a big advocate of West Point.  I was starting to create my own destiny by choosing the military, which would offer me a good education and a promising career upon graduation. 

There are many decisions that we are faced with throughout our lifetime.  I showed confidence in my ability to create my own destiny, and put myself one step closer to achieving my goals.  For me, the voice whispering to me said DO NOT wait to see if it will happen … make it happen, failure is not an option!  Creating your own destiny was my first principle.

The next principle I follow is to never fall victim to the ridicule around you, even if that ridicule comes from doubting yourself.  Ridicule will slap everyone in the face at least once, just as our little runner was teased and taunted by the crowd to “quit” and “give up.”  Even he, himself, believed he was hopeless as a runner.  But he listened to that voice that whispered – “get up and win the race.”

I graduated from West Point, but not without challenge and some ridicule.  Although I was nominated, I initially was not admitted because my SAT score was not high enough.  This was especially hard because I had always been at the top of everything and even graduated as valedictorian of my high school class.  However, I refused to fall victim to any ridicule and my voice whispered again … “failure is not an option!”  So I competed at the United States Military Academy Preparatory School for an appointment to West Point.  I graduated near the top of that class, improved my SAT score by 310 points, and was appointed to West Point as a member of the class of 1989.  

Once inside the gray walls of West Point, it was still not easy.  The first women graduated in the class of 1980, and when I graduated in 1989, there were 112 females, seven of which were black, graduating in a class of 1,045.  Although intimidating, it is possible to overcome any shadows of doubt and ridicule.  There are times in our lives when we find ourselves in a situation of the minority, but it’s important to keep up with the others in the race, even if you fall behind.  I found myself stumbling at various points in my life and career and I knew that no matter what …”failure was not an option” … just as the voice whispered to the little boy – You were not meant for failure here, get up and win the race!  And that brings me to my next point.

Everyone has heard the phrase “just do your best,” but I suggest taking that phrase one step further by saying, “ALWAYS do your best.”  

The Army preaches, “be all that you can be,” and for me, that sometimes means difficult decisions and sacrifice.  As a single parent, I am constantly balancing my career and personal, which at times, is a struggle.  


The Combat Support Equipment Company is one of the largest line engineer units within the Army.  By always doing my best and showing that I was competent, confident, technically and tactically proficient, I was selected to be the first female to command the 63rd Combat Support Equipment Company at Ft. Benning Georgia.  

It was a great opportunity, but it wasn’t without sacrifices.  I was gone for 12 of my 17 months during that command and I missed my son’s second birthday.  It was hard to make these sacrifices, but I knew it was the right thing to do in order to provide for my son and make myself more competitive in my career.


My son is and has always been my #1 priority.  As a single parent, the joys and challenges of raising a child rest primarily on my shoulders.  One of my biggest challenges was when I was stationed in Japan and received orders to deploy to Bosnia.  I was given 10 days notice to report to the Conus Replacement Center at Ft. Benning, Georgia.

I flew back to the states, took care of his living arrangements, got Power of Attorney for my family, obtained access for my family to the military installation, changed his medical and dental insurance and providers, threw his 5th birthday party, and prepared to deploy in the 10 days allotted.  Each time I was faced with a challenge I stumbled to find a way to keep my personal and professional lives balanced.  But I rose, just as the runner had.


In life, there are times when you may question your abilities.  I know that I questioned whether I could get it all done, but I did “failure was not an option!”


If you remember anything from the four principles of success that I am presenting today, I hope that you hold this last one as the most significant.  No matter what, never give up; because you are a winner, if, you rise each time that you fall.  


Of course there were times in my life when I could have taken a different route.  I didn’t have to compete at the United States Military Academy Preparatory School in order to get into West Point.  I could have given up and never graduated, but I didn’t!  Had I given up, I would not be standing here today with opportunities that not all officers are given, like the opportunity to work here with you.  


There will always be others ahead of us in the race, but my focus is on where I am and what I can do to succeed, and not on anyone or anything that is behind or ahead of me.  If you do that, success will be at your finish line just as it will be at mine. WHEN I win my race, I will have been a good mother who loves, disciplines, and provides and cares for her son.  I will have been a good soldier who has done my part in protecting the nation an upholding her ideals.  I will have been a caring and understanding leader who is hard, but fair and knows the balance between personal and professional duties.


Success is whatever you want to make it.  It’s within each of us, but we have to make the choice to get up and win the race.  Creating your own destiny, Never falling victim to ridicule, Always doing your best, and Never giving up are the four principles from “The Race” that I believe result in success.


“Quit!  Give up!  You’re beaten!”



They still shout in my face.


But another voice within me says:



“GET UP AND WIN THE RACE”
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