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Thank you for inviting me to join you today.  It 

is a pleasure for the Corps of Engineers to be a 

partner in the expansion of the Volksweg Trail, 

and to celebrate the progress we are making in 

the development of the Cordova Center on the 

Rock. 

 

The Corps of Engineers has been involved with 

the Greenbelt program for many years, and we 

continue to be dedicated to the cause of 

enhancing the Lake Red Rock area, while 

educating the public about the environmental 

importance of the Des Moines River watershed and 

its ecosystem.  Past Greenbelt projects 

constructed by the Corps of Engineers include 

the Simon Estes Amphitheater, improvements to 

the Jester Park Campground, and the Volksweg 

Trail here at Lake Red Rock.  In addition to the 

Volksweg Trail expansion and the proposed 
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Cordova Center, we are currently working with 

the City of Des Moines on the Principal 

Riverwalk and the City of Fort Dodge on their 

riverfront development. 

 

As the Volksweg Trail developed over the years, 

it has become an increasingly popular attraction 

for residents and visitors alike.  The Greenbelt 

program provided funds for ten miles of paths, 

linking with a portion of existing trail below 

the dam and winding along the river and through 

the parks along the lake’s northern shore up to 

the Fifield Recreation Area. Set amidst 

prairies, woodlands, and scenic overlooks of the 

lake, the trail offers great wildlife viewing 

opportunities.   As the Volksweg Trail Greenbelt 

project got underway, the City of Pella 

recognized the potential of such an attraction 

and constructed a three-mile segment of trail at 

its own expense to connect the community to the 

Volksweg.  This substantially increased the 

accessibility of the path for its residents. 
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This new bridge is just the most recent step of 

completing the project - the next phase will be 

to create five extra miles of trail, continuing 

west from Fifield and linking all the recreation 

areas along the north side of the lake to the 

proposed Cordova Center and to Highway 14. 

 

The trail and Cordova Center projects represent 

a successful partnership between federal, state, 

county, local, and private interests.  The team 

effort been effective in enhancing recreational 

opportunities for lake area citizens and 

visitors.   

 

I want to thank the Marion County Conservation 

Board, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, 

Central College, and the Marion County 

Development Commission for the important 

contributions they are making to this endeavor.  

Without their support, none of this would be 

possible. 
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By working together to develop additional trail 

access and continue development of the 

environmental learning and performing arts 

facilities, Lake Red Rock is providing unique 

opportunities for people to stay connected with 

nature – up close and personal. 

 

Educating the public on the importance of 

environmental stewardship is an important part 

of the Corps’ mission.  The US Army 

Environmental Strategy, Into the 21st Century, 

states that, “The Army will be a national leader 

in environmental and natural resource 

stewardship for present and future generations…” 

The Corps has played an important role in this 

mission.  This is illustrated in the Chief of 

Engineers’ Environmental Operating Principles.  

A few years back, the Chief of Engineers issued 

seven such principles to which we strive to 

adhere in the design of projects and in the 

management of the resources entrusted to the 

Corps.  The projects we are discussing today 

exemplify the following principle:  Understand 

the Environment – Build and share an integrated 
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scientific, economic, and social knowledge base 

that supports a greater understanding of the 

environment and impacts of our work. 

 

I am sure that I speak for all of today’s 

speakers when I say my hope for the impact of 

this trail and the prospective Cordova Center on 

the Rock is that the beauty and educational 

nature of these facilities will encourage 

visitors to possess a greater appreciation for 

our natural resources, and to perhaps spark an 

interest to take on a greater role as 

responsible stewards of the environment. 
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