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I want to thank you for inviting me here today.  I’m happy to have this opportunity to meet and talk with you.  

As we look toward the future of the Illinois River, one of the key tools being used to maintain the viability of the Illinois River is watershed management.  Watershed management is a topic that has gained momentum and interest in recent years.  Especially in the current environment of government cutbacks, it is imperative that agencies work together for the common good of the environment.  

Water resource challenges continue to face the Illinois River, and it is important that we work in partnership to address these issues.  We see a vision of an Illinois River with restored ecosystems that sustain biodiversity and populations of native species while maintaining economic opportunity; however, this vision can only be reached through watershed management partnerships …  partnerships with government and non-government organizations that also care about our river.  Partners like you.

Through watershed management partnerships, we can work together to create a brighter future for the Illinois River.  The Corps’ Illinois River Basin Restoration Project, the Environmental Management Program, and the Upper Mississippi River—Illinois Waterway System Navigation Study illustrate this concept. 

I will give you a quick update on where we stand with the Illinois River Basin Restoration Project and the Navigation Study.  Section 519 of WRDA 2000 authorized $100 million for the Illinois River Basin Restoration for the purpose of comprehensive planning, evaluating new technologies and innovative approaches, and implementing long-term resource monitoring and critical restoration projects on the Illinois River.  Our sponsor on this effort is the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  We understand this project to be integral to the state’s Illinois Rivers 2020 initiative. 

To date, we have completed an Interim Report on the Illinois River Basin Restoration and developed system alternatives.  We have also initiated final design of the Pekin (PEE-KIN) Lake Critical Restoration Project.  In the next year, we will complete the Comprehensive Plan and continue evaluation and design of three to four Critical Restoration Projects.

In addition, we have completed the related Peoria Lake study.  We are now preparing to initiate design on the first of three islands as part of our efforts to restore deep water habitats in lower Peoria Lake.

Another study with an emphasis on collaboration is the Upper Mississippi – Illinois Waterway System Navigation Study.  We have worked with many government and non-government partners to finalize our evaluation of future navigation requirements and ecosystem restoration alternatives for the Upper Mississippi and Illinois Rivers.

Preliminary economic information was coordinated with all stakeholders in July.  This month, public meetings will be held at seven locations to present the complete evaluation of alternative plans.  This is a time where we would like to hear the public’s views on this study.  I encourage you to attend either of the public meetings in Illinois.  One will be on October 21 at the River’s Edge Hall in Quincy, Illinois, and the other will be on October 22 at the Holiday Inn Peoria I-74 at Northwoods Mall in Peoria, Illinois.  There will be open houses from 3 to 5 p.m., and the opening presentations will be at 6:30 p.m. at both locations.

We plan to release the draft report for public review in April 2004, followed by a Chief of Engineers report in November 2004.

Our goal is to recommend to Congress a balanced plan that will ensure that the waterway system continues to be a nationally treasured ecological resource, as well as an efficient national transportation system.  

Both the Illinois River Basin Restoration Project and the Navigation Study illustrate the importance of watershed management partnerships.

So when reflecting on a vision for the future of the Illinois River, we see a river with a healthier ecosystem, while still supporting its multi-facetted role.  In order to achieve this vision, we want to work with partners who have years of committed public service and dedication to the Illinois River and its surrounding communities.  Partners like you.  Through your assistance, we can turn this vision of a healthier Illinois River into a reality.

Thank you.
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