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Good morning.  I am Colonel Duane Gapinski, and I am the Commander for the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

On the eve of this country’s struggle for independence, Dr. Joseph Warrant, one of our founding fathers, said to his fellow Americans, “Our country is in danger, but not to be despaired of.  On you depend the fortunes of America.  You are to decide the important questions upon which rest the happiness and the liberty of millions yet unborn.  Act worthy of yourselves.”  These simple words, written in a time when our country struggled with war, remind us how much we are a beacon of hope for those who do not have freedom.

Since then, we have been engaged in battle again and again.  Each time, this nation has depended upon those of us who proudly wear the uniform.  We are the custodians of our nation’s defense, the warriors called upon to assure the gifts of liberty and freedom and justice.  We defend these precious gifts with pride, honor, and sacrifice.  These words are but a representative sample of what we refer to as “The Warrior Spirit.”  

The Warrior Spirit is an intangible concept difficult to define; yet we know it when we see it.  It is embodied in our actions and resolve, which serves as markers for developing our basic character, especially during difficult times.  It is embodied in holding fast to our high ideals and personal honor, prevailing over all other considerations, regardless of how unpopular.  This Warrior Spirit drives us towards a higher calling as military members, one that demands us to ignore self-serving practices, and instead inspires us to stand tall in the storm of adversity.

You see heroes with the Warrior Spirit every day, heading to Iraq and the Middle East to protect our nation as part of the Global War on Terrorism.  They stand on the flight line, protecting the logistics lifelines; they fight in the battlefield, with unbounded determination as if the responsibility for victory depended upon them alone; they expertly fly into the unknown without regard to their personal safety, but making history in an effort to free a people they might never meet.
Our daily sacrifices of blood, sweat and tears bind us together under the Warrior Spirit umbrella. Never forget that we stand as a shinning beacon of freedom that lights the way for the world.  Our critics will never understand the essence of this spirit, and many will mock and ridicule it, but none will be able to extinguish it.

The Warrior Spirit is best described during a speech made by Ronald Reagan who references the story of Martin Treptow.  “Martin Treptow left his job in a small town barber shop in 1917 to go to France … There, on the Western front; he was killed trying to carry a message between battalions under heavy artillery fire.  We are told that on his body was found a diary.  On the flyleaf under the heading, ‘My Pledge,’ he had written these words:  America must win this war.  Therefore I will work, I will save, I will sacrifice, I will endure, I will fight cheerfully and do my utmost, as is if the issue of the whole struggle depended on me alone.”

Giving our service, and if necessary, our life for our country, is the noblest sacrifice of mankind and ultimate personification of the Warrior Spirit. 

I want to thank you for all that you have done for this country.  You embody the Warrior Spirit and your nation is grateful for you service.
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