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	Opening Remarks by Major Melody Smith, Deputy Commander, Rock Island District, at the American Society of Military Comptrollers meeting on 18 March 2004.




Good morning.  It is a pleasure to see all of you here today.  
Upon college graduation, a science graduate asks, "Why does it work?" An engineering graduate asks, "How does it work?" An accounting graduate asks, "How much does it cost?" And a humanity graduate asks, "Do you want fries with that, Sir?" (pause)

Military comptrollers are important to the Department of Defense because they do ask the question, “how much does it cost?”  Not only do they ask the question, they find the answer.  In doing so, they provide the money to keep our soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and civilians supplied, well protected, and paid.  They provide the financial support for the important work we do for the nation’s taxpayer both here and abroad.  

Theodore Roosevelt said, “Far and away the best prize that life offers is the chance to work hard at work worth doing.”

Your jobs are worth doing for our soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and civilians who depend on you.  As comptrollers, your work may not be glamorous, but it is your job to make sure they get the resources they need to do their job and come home safely.  War has no time-outs and resourcing cannot impede our combat efforts.  Comptrollers are heroes doing super jobs on a daily basis, resourcing and supporting the deployed force.  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers soldiers and civilians are deeply involved in the reconstruction of Iraq, supervising infrastructure repairs and improvements, restoring the oil industry, and rehabilitating schools and hospitals.  Under Hussein, Iraq suffered devastating ecological damage, particularly in the southern marsh area.  The Corps is repairing as much of this damage as possible.  The Rock Island District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’, comptrollers Rich Rupert and Judy Wilson have been to the Middle East to assist with these efforts.  In fact, Judy is in Iraq as we speak.  Their jobs are worth doing, because they have provided our employees with the needed resources to get the job done.

Your jobs are also worth doing for the American taxpayers.  They are relying on you to keep it all-straight.  You not only face the challenge of improving financial management, but also increasing the confidence of the appropriators and the taxpayers that the military is a good steward of America’s resources.  And, you have to do this in an environment where new challenges and changes face the Department of Defense daily.  What you do is important to people, don’t ever forget that and let it be one of your guiding forces.

I challenge you to continue the proud tradition of excellence set forth by the American Society of Military Comptrollers.  As members of the Department of Defense, you have chosen a life of service to others, which is a noble and great calling.  You’ve been carrying out our nation’s responsibilities, and we are grateful for your perseverance and devotion to duty.

Thank you.
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