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Thank you Congressman Nussle, and thank you for supporting the work the Corps of Engineers for the nation.

For thousands of years, millions of migratory birds have rested and fed in the Mississippi River bottoms during their annual migrations from northern breeding grounds to southern winter homes.  Because of the cooperative effort between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, and other federal and state agencies, and through Congressional funding, we have ensured that waterfowl will continue to use areas like Pleasant Creek for years to come.


The work completed here through the Upper Mississippi River Environmental Management Program has significantly improved the water level management capabilities necessary to provide reliable habitat and food resources for the many migratory birds and other species that pass through this area.  This includes protecting and restoring habitat for the five federally listed and the one state listed endangered and threatened species that can be found in this part of the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge.


Pleasant Creek is just one project within the Environmental Management Program.  The purpose of this program is to restore fish and wildlife habitat along the Upper Mississippi and Illinois rivers.  In a nation endowed with magnificent water resources, the Upper Mississippi River System is unparalleled.  A 1,300-mile waterway linking five states to the Gulf Coast export markets, the river system supports a tremendous range of uses.  Commercial navigation, recreation, and fish and wildlife all flourish on the Upper Mississippi.

In 1986, Congress recognized the need to balance the environmental needs of the river with the needs of increased commercial navigation.  Consequently, Congress established the Upper Mississippi River System Environmental Management Program to protect and balance the resources of the Upper Mississippi and guide future river management.
 

The construction of habitat rehabilitation and enhancement projects, like this one, is one of the most vital components of the program.  Projects like this reflect a strong commitment to maintaining the river as a multi-use resource and will have an important effect on the fish and wildlife resources of the river.


Nowhere else in the country does a waterway serve as both a system of major national wildlife refuges and a commercial navigation system.  Add to this its role as a significant recreational resource, and its clear that the Upper Mississippi River System is truly unique.

We all have a stake in the management of the river, and a special partnership has been forged among the many participants in the Environmental Management Program.  Congress placed management responsibility for the program with the Corps and we actively coordinate with other federal and state agencies.  The public also plays a central role in the program.  Without a doubt, broad-based citizen support has been critical in achieving the level of commitment to river resources represented by the program.


The Upper Mississippi River System Environmental Management Program represents a significant commitment to river resources.  This commitment is realized in projects like Pleasant Creek.  The innovative projects and programs implemented through the program are shaping management of the river system for years to come.  Indeed, the partnership approach of the program, as well as its projects and programs, are having an impact beyond the region as models for similar efforts in other areas.


Public support and multi-agency involvement are crucial to maintaining balanced management of the Upper Mississippi River System.  Through programs like the Environmental Management Program, we are working together to ensure that Pleasant Creek will continue to be a valuable part of the Upper Mississippi Flyway and that for years to come millions of migratory birds will continue to rest and feed in areas like Pleasant Creek.


I’d now like to introduce Mr. Don Hultman.  Mr. Hultman is the Upper Mississippi Refuge Manager for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.


Mr. Hultman …
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