Remarks for the Riverwalk Ceremony
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	Remarks by Col. Duane Gapinski, Commander, Rock Island District, at the Riverwalk Groundbreaking Event, 22 July 2004




Thank you for inviting me to join you today.  It is truly a pleasure for the Corps of Engineers to be part of the Greenbelt Program, which is assisting in the development of the Des Moines Principal Riverwalk.  It is also a pleasure for me to participate in this railroad-tie breaking.  I used to be chainsaw certified, so it will be fun for me to use one again.

This railroad-tie breaking represents an effort between the government -- local, state, and federal -- and private organizations to enhance recreational opportunities for the citizens of Des Moines and the many tourists who visit Des Moines every year.

The Corps of Engineers has been involved with the Greenbelt Program for many years, and we continue to be dedicated to the cause of improving and enhancing the riverfront, while educating the public about the environmental importance of the river and its ecosystem.  Past Greenbelt Projects constructed by the Corps of Engineers include the Simon Estes Amphitheater, improvements to the Jester Park Campground, and recreation trails at Lake Red Rock.  

In addition to the Principal Riverwalk, we are currently working with the City of Fort Dodge on their riverfront development and with the Marion County Conservation Board and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources to develop an environmental learning center at Lake Red Rock.  The Principal Riverwalk is envisioned as a core element of the overall Greenbelt Program that will create numerous recreation and development opportunities for the area.

By looking at the number of people here today, it is easy to see that many organizations are committed to the Des Moines River and to the Riverwalk Project and the positive impacts they will have on this community.  

Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to speak today, I also look forward to getting to use a chainsaw.

2
2

