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	Remarks for the Tri-County Riverfront Action Forum by Major Melody Smith, Deputy District Engineer, 15 September 2004




Hello.  I am Major Melody Smith, the Deputy District Engineer for the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Colonel Duane Gapinski, the District Commander, wanted to be here today, but he was required to be in Washington, D.C., to brief Congress on the work the Corps is doing within the Rock Island District.  I’m sure he would have rather been here today enjoying this boat trip.  

So on behalf of the Commander and the District, I would like to thank you for the invitation to participate in the Tri-County Riverfront Action Forum’s Annual River Cruise and luncheon.  It is a real pleasure to be here.  

The Tri-County Riverfront Action Forum is an organization that is recognized regionally for its many years of committed public service and dedication to the Illinois River and its surrounding communities. 

The Corps is also committed and dedicated to the Illinois River.  Because of our mutual goals, it’s easy to see why the Corps continues to be supportive of the Tri-County Riverfront Action Forum.  

As representatives of river communities, it is important that you make your views known.  That is why I want to thank you for inviting me here today.  I’m happy to have this opportunity to meet with you and learn more about what you have to say about the river.  

