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I just want to thank all of you for joining us today.  
As many of you know the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has been serving this region of the Midwest and the Mississippi Valley for more than 140 years.  
And, the Quad Cities has been our home since 1892.  
Today we can produce things of much greater value for the American taxpayer by forming strong interagency teams and partnerships that include federal, state and local government organizations.   
Both the Corps and Western share a common vision for the Upper Mississippi River Valley.  
The Memorandum of Understanding that we will sign with the Board of Trustees today is a public demonstration of our long-term commitment in making the Quad Cities an important interagency center for ensuring the long-term sustainability of the Central Portion of the Upper Mississippi River.  

The Federal Offices of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U.S. Coast Guard in Rock Island further strengthen the Quad Cities as an important center for the Mississippi River Valley in coordinating interagency efforts and implementing interagency decisions.
We are currently focusing our efforts on two things:
The first is to achieve a greater balance between traditional water resource demands and ecosystem objectives; 
And, the second is to restore the vitality of the environment from degradation caused by past development.

In these efforts we will rely heavily on Western Illinois University as a key member of our interagency team.

Western will bring to the team an environmental science and graduate research program that will be absolutely key in making ecological assessments and shaping the way we conduct ecosystem restoration and remediation.

Western’s Geographic Information and Watershed Decision Support System expertise and services will also benefit our team.  WIU will be able to provide the team with expert advice and guidance, as well as GIS data surveys, data collection, and GIS-based content analysis services.
Through this memorandum, we hope to cultivate further opportunities for partnerships that improve the quality of life in the area, while supporting environmental sustainability and community economic development.  
With Western on the team, we will have added capability to ensure that all interested parties are aware of what important things we are doing to ensure the sustainability of Mississippi River for future generations.  
This is not news to most of you, but Western is considered to be one of the "Best in the Midwest" colleges; and a Tier 1 Midwestern Masters Institution by U.S. News & World Report. 
We are clearly excited to be on the same team.
I now have the honor of introducing Dr. Al Goldfarb.  As most of you know he is Western Illinois University’s 10th President.
Since taking office six years ago Dr. Goldfarb has strengthened our interagency team by his commitment to the environmental sustainability of the Upper Mississippi River, which is our Nation’s most important inland water resource.
Dr. Goldfarb …
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