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	Thoughts about the University of Iowa for the Quad-City Development Group Annual Meeting, 16 January 2008




1) We've been working with the University since 1936 

a) We have a model test report dated February 1936 "Submergible Tainter Gate" documenting the laboratory work at the then "State University of Iowa at Iowa City, Iowa."  
b) Other testing at the University was done for the U.S. Engineer Office, Rock Island, Illinois, relating to roller gates, stilling basins, etc., during the late 1930's in conjunction with the early Mississippi River lock and dam designs. 
2) They are a critical component of the Rock Island District.  We would not be here today without their support.  

a) They assist us with engineering and hydraulic data

b) They are a great source of recruitment for new engineers and advanced training in the sciences for current employees

c) And they are a leader in areas of integrated data and science sharing.  
3) We do a great deal of work with them - mostly related to hydraulic modeling, both numerical and physical. 
a)  Following the 1965 flood they helped us explain why the Mississippi locks and dams could not be operated in such a way as to reduce flooding, a major controversial issue during that time period.  
b) They have helped with managing sediment in the Mississippi River by developing a Sediment Budget for our District and by proposing control structures such as Ackerman’s Cut and projects at Fox and Buzzard Islands.  
c) They have helped with our evaluation of micro modeling efforts and proposed hydropower development at Locks and Dam 14. 
d) Most recently they have helped guide some of the Navigation and Ecosystem Sustainability Program projects through their involvement in the Science Panel.  
i) Dr. Larry Weber Director of Iowa Institute of Hydraulic Research at the University of Iowa serves on the Navigation and Ecosystem Sustainability Program Science Panel.  
ii) He is one of two hydraulic engineers on a predominately Ecological Panel that assures the best science and modeling is used in our work restoring the Upper Mississippi River.  
4) The University is also a great source for recruitment of new engineers.  They are also an important local resource for advance training in the sciences for our employees.
a) The Rock Island District has worked with professors and through career days to pick the best and brightest.  
b) Many past and present employees have gotten their education there.  MVR has supported the University by providing a connection to the working profession.  
c) We have also helped develop class projects for them 
i) Heather Anderson fish passage

ii) Provided members to their advisory boards (SK Nanda for the University, Martens and Dan Johnson for the college of civil and engineering).  
5) The University is a leader in areas of integrated data and science sharing.  
a) The Corps has on numerous occasions taken advantage of the LACMERS center located on the Banks of Pool 16 for important scientific meetings.
b) This past fall the Rock Island District participated in an International Planning and Design Workshop for an Upper Mississippi River Basin Observatory hosted by the University of Iowa.  
6) It’s important to have a link with the scientific engineering and hydrology community, we have this link through the University of Iowa
