Around the District

Fairbanks Becomes Presi-
dent of National Water
Safety Congress

Onetypically regardsatripto Las
Vegas, Nev., asfrivolous and fun, but for
Steve Fairbanks, Operations Division,
Saylorville Lake, it is onewhich involves
lots of planning, work and responsibility.

On April 19, Fairbanks officially
assumed the office of President of the
National Water Safety Congress. Hisrole
as an officer in the NWSC ironically
started in the Imperial Palace in the early
1990s when he was nominated from the
floor for Region Six vice president.

Although floor nominations were
unheard of, Fairbanks was elected to the
position by an overwhelming margin.

Hiswork on the council over the past
six years has been tireless and includes
working with officials from the National
Safe Boating Council, the U.S. Coast
Guard, various state boating law adminis-
trators and federal, state and local
agencies on palicies, practices and laws
that improve the public’s safety when
recreating on the Nation’swaterways.

His efforts have involved education,
enforcement, establishing professional
standards, and promoting water saf ety
awareness, and improving water safety

legislation.
Congratulations Steve
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Volunteers Participate In
“Trash Bash”

On April 15, Lake Red Rock hosted
the ninth annual Trash Bash, a special
event to bring the community together to
keep the lake area clean.

The event kicked off with apicnic
lunch for the volunteers, which was
followed by a program on the hazards of
methamphetamine (meth) debris, pre-
sented by the Marion County Sheriff’s
Department and Knoxville Police Depart-
ment.

Approximately 125 volunteers turned
out for the event to collect more than 15
tires and 80 bags of trash. In the past nine
years of the event, 2,940 volunteers have
collected 3,437 bags of trash, 1,092 tires
and an endless list of miscellaneousitems
ranging from plastic swimming poolsto
household appliances. The Marion
County Devel opment Commission co-
sponsors the event.

Project Hosts Earth Day
Event

Although Earth Day was officially
designated for April 22, the Saylorville
Lake Project celebrated the day April 20,
as more than 200 fifth-and-sixth graders
assisted park rangersin planting 500
prairie grasses and wildflowersto increase
the diversity of 100 acres of prairie.

The children a so learned about
environmental stewardship through special
education programs provided by lowa
State University students of the Animal
Ecology Department.

Osprey release at Saylorville
Lake

Thirty volunteers recently attended an
initial public interest meeting regarding the
release of Osprey in the Saylorville Lake
region.

The Corps of Engineers, lowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Polk Co.
Conservation, and Boone Co. Conserva-
tion, are combining their effortsto
spearhead a public involvement program
to make the bird a nesting speciesin lowa.

This program is modeled after the
successful Coralville/McBride Raptor
Center program. The goal isto havefive
nesting pairsin the state by 2006.

The habitat provided by the reservoir is
ideal for Ospreys. If this program suc-
ceeds, lowawill share the same successits
surrounding states have had in breeding
birds.

Four birds, from Minnesota, will be
hacked (taken from their nest) annually for
four years. The Corpsinvolvement is
primarily supportive, the hack tower will
be constructed and maintained in Jester
Park, nesting platforms are to be erected in
various locations around the Saylorville
Big Creek region.

Birds are scheduled for arrival in mid-
July. Private dona- tions have
been secured to —= " purchase

the birds. Ag large
volunteer effort (S is
required to T monitor

bird health post- .
ing (after they’ve [,

‘ hack-
/4
been taken away ff
fromtheir nest).
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Notes from the Mississippi

Lock and Dam 11, Dubuque, |owa

v Lifeboats serviced and repaired.

v Lockmaster, William Hainstock,
attended National Waterways confer-
encein St. Louis, Mo.

v New distance markersinstalled on
upper long wall.

Lock and Dam 12, Bellevue, | owa

v KWWL News videotaped story on the
start of the locking season.

v Lock personnel gave several lock and
dam tours.

Lock and Dam 13, Clinton, lowa

v Brush was burnt on the lowa side of
the dam.

v ID markingsfor miter gates and
bulkheads were completed.

Locks and Dam 14, Le Claire, | owa
v" Personnel assisted Wakeland Fire
Equipment in annual fire extinguisher

Locks and Dam 15, Rock Island, I1I.

v" Rescue boats prepared and put in river
for test.

v New aluminum safety blockswere
installed under the government bridge.

Lock and Dam 16, Muscatine, | owa

v" Lock wall pontoon kevels painted
with primer.

v" Inspection plate removed and resealed
on number one lock tainter valve.

v Four Martin bird housesinstalled.

Lock and Dam 17, New Boston, I1l.

v" Orange windsocks installed on upper
and lower ends of “1” wall.

v New bumper protection blocks
installed for work pontoon.

Lock and Dam 18, Burlington, | owa

v Gage lights rewired on number nine
and number 10 tainter gates.

v" Channel buoys removed from dam.

Lock and Dam 19, Keokuk, | owa

v Speed changes made on the guard-
gate slide-block switch.

v Number one and number four
mooring bits exchanged.

v" Lower river bullnose light repaired.

Lock and Dam 20, Canton, Mo.

v Maintenance crew removed obstruc-
tions from the upper bullnose area.

v" Quincy Fire Protection made annual
inspection of al exists.

v" New antennainstalled for shop radio.

Lock and Dam 21, Quincy, I1l.

v" New security light installed on north
end of maintenance building.

v Last broken timber replaced on
number two gate.

Lock and Dam 22, Saverton, Mo.

V" Miter gates and tainter gate repairs
completed on bulkheads.

v Limits on Gaffey hoists adjusted after

mai ntenance. v Personnel cut up treelyingin

v" 1D markings painted on dam gates and Henderson river to prevent alogjam installation of new wire rope.
pier houses. in bridge area.

Speakers Bureau

By Justine Dodge, Public Affairs

The week of April 3, Corps employees
spoke at Career Fest 2000, a career
seminar for Quad City and TriCounty area
eighth graders at the Mark in Moline, III.
The goal of the program was for the
students to learn more about possible
future careers. District professionals
spoke to more than one hundred students
about careersin engineering and natural
sciences.

The speakers at the event were: Don
Bardole, John Punkiewicz, Sue
Clevenstine, and Kimberly Franklin
from Operations Division; Bob Hoffman,
Vern Greenwood, Tom Knock, Tom
Mack, Matt Clark, and Brad Palmer
from Engineering Division; and Rich
Fristik from Planning, Programs, and
Project Management Division.

Bob Riebe, from Engineering Divi-
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sion, briefed eight high-school students
from Echo Alternative School in lowa
City, lowa, at the Mississippi River
Visitor Center, in Rock Island, 1l1., about
the importance of flood control projects.
He then toured some local Quad City
flood control projects with the students.

Members of the Adult Fellowship Club
at St. John’s United Methodist Church,
spoke with Justine Dodge, from Public
Affairs, on April 5in Davenport, lowa.
Thetopic of her presentation was the
history of the Rock Island District.

Paul Soyke, from Planning, Programs,
and Project Management Division, will
give a presentation on the importance of
navigation on the Upper Mississippi River
to more than 150 members of the Macomb
Rotary Club. The presentation will be
given on May 9in Macomb, III.H

¢
Sympathy ...

Joyce Collins, 91, a
former employee of the
Rock Island District,
passed away on March
31, 2000, at Genesis
Medical Center-East
Campus, Davenport.

Collinswas areality specialist with the
Corpsfor 38 years. Shewasalso a
member of the Mercy Hospital Auxiliary,
the National Association of Federal
Retired Employees and the Center for
Active SeniorsInc., where shewas
involved with their “Listen To Me Read”
program.
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