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            12 April 1983


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

Subject: Annual Coordination Meeting – Forest, Fish, and Wildlife Appendix, Quincy,

  Illinois on Pools 21 and 22.

Discussion:

1. The second annual coordination meeting, as called for in the Forest, Fish, and Wildlife Appendix, was held at the Quincy Public Library in Quincy, Illinois on 15 March 1983, at 0900 – participant list is attached.

2. The meeting was carried out in five phases as follows:

A. Introduction of all participants and overview of meeting objectives.

B. New developments:

1. Aerial flight 1982

2. Money generated from firewood permits and timber contracts stay within the district. Assurances have been made that moneys can be put back into the resource.

3. Small contract potential for contracts less than $1,000 to be generated under the firewood permit program by the Park Manager.

C. Current status of implementation work to include status of Ward Island, Huron Island, Blackhawk Slough, and Spring Lake, as well as, information on the timber trespass investigation in Pool 22.

D. Development of new priorities and discussions of implementation methodology for Pools 21 and 22.

E. Discussion of monitoring needs.

3. Priorities agreed upon for physical implementation for Pools 21-22 are as follows:

A. Stand mapping in order of priority:

1. Sny South

2. Clear Creek

3. Bear Creek

4. Chatton and Barnes

5. Goose Island

6. South Mill Creek

7. Armstrong

B. Priorities for on-ground work are as follows:

1. Ward Island – In cooperation with the state of Illinois and the US Fish and Wildlife Service areas were marked for harvest cuts. Carl Langenbach, successful bidder on the contract has cut one of two areas marked but has had difficulty in removing the logs due to high water. Upon completion of the cuts a combined total of 20 acres will have been cut. Additionally, through the use of hired labor the thinning work includes:

a. Thinning in stand 6 and 24 where dominated by silvermaple presently 166 to 121 square feet left of basal area per acre. This will be reduced to 90 to 100 square feet of basal area per acre. Purpose of this thinning is to enhance the growth and quality of the residual stand.

b. Thinning in stand 9 from 130 square feet of basal area per acre to 70 square feet of basal area per acre. All pecan and walnut are to remain and an inter-planting of oak, hickory, and walnut is to take place.

c. A four acre burn to be completed this fall had to be postponed and will be attempted again in the fall of 1983. It is hoped that the summer’s herbaceous growth will add significant fuel to the area to enable a productive burn to take place.

During inspection of logs cut to date, under the Langenbach contract, it was noted that about 30% were cull due to heart rot. It was suggested that the current 150-year rotation be reduced in order to get loggers to bid on areas in the future, otherwise practical management may not be feasible in the Ward Island area.

2. Goose Island – A priority listed for stand mapping and physical implementation last year has been lowered on the priority listings. Upon checking the area it was found that salvage cut in the storm damaged area is not feasible because of the extremely poor condition of storm-damaged trees. The area remains on the list for stand mapping however, in the hopes that alternative means to deal with conditions on the island can be found.

3. Whitney Island – Stand mapping has been completed for this area and a 100-year rotation suggested to the state of Missouri. No specific practices were decided upon, however, it was agreed that further discussions would be held with Missouri to enable some sort of physical implementation in the near future. Stand mapping information on Whitney Island is to be forwarded to the state of Missouri.

4. Hogback Island – Discussion was held in regard to a 50 acre prescribed burn on this island. It was agreed by all concerned that the burn would be of assistance in reaching management objectives on the area, but that political considerations may come into play. Hogback is a heavily used recreation dredge spoils area that has economic and political tie-ins with the Quincy, Illinois area. Any physical implementation of practices such as prescribed burning on the area may prove to be politically difficult and would be better off avoided at this stage in development of the appendix.

4. Monitoring was discussed with regard to its importance in continued implementation of the Forest, Fish, and Wildlife Appendix. Four areas of monitoring were discussed to include:

A. Deer Utilization – Studies done in the Gardner Refuge area indicate that deer are temporary residents in the floodplain bottomland forest and move to and from the areas with fluctuations in water level. It was suggested that active forest management would increase browse materials in the bottomlands with the effect of holding deer for longer periods of time; however, deer would not become permanent residents in the area. Based upon the transient nature of deer population in the bottomlands it was questionable as to the worth of browse studies etc.

B. Tree Seed Production – On seed production it is suggested that monitoring be done in areas where practices have been implemented to illustrate differences between seed production in areas that have been thinned and those that have not.

C. Vegetation – The use of photo points and transects showing species composition and density was suggested as a means to monitor vegetative changes in areas where practices have been completed.

D. Songbird Utilization – It was suggested and agreed upon that existing photo points could be utilized as focal points for surveying songbird use. It was further learned that the Quincy Audubon Society had been doing some survey work in the Ward Island that may be of some use as baseline data.

5. A literature search was suggested as being a vital part of gathering materials for preparing monitoring studies.

6. In closing a recap was given reference what had been discussed. A letter entailing agreed upon implementation is to be sent out for a 45-day comment period to agencies involved in the coordination meeting. Information provided on monitoring procedures recommended will be a general consensus of all three coordination meetings and will consist of monitoring procedures that are practical and within realities of available manpower and funds.
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