MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD – POOLS 16-18




1986

1. Priorities for stand mapping during the remainder of 1986 and during the winter of 1987 are as follows:

A. Andalusia Island, Illinois, Pool 16, R/M 464-475.5

B. Drury Slough Area, Illinois, Pool 16, R/M 457.4-463

C. Kilpeck Island, Iowa, Pool 17, R/M 446.2-447.7

D. Campbell Island, Illinois, Pool 18, R/M 419.6-423.3

2. Priorities for physical implementation of proposed forest prescriptions are as follows:

A. Bogus Island, Illinois, Pool 17, R/M 439.1-444.4

1. The four (36 acre total) site preparation areas were completed under contract during November of 1984. Work involved the felling and/or treatment of all trees and vines with the exception of mast producing trees within predetermined areas. The resulting openings will be left to naturally regenerate to silver maple, green ash, and cottonwood. The unit was originally put on a 100-year rotation.

2. It was suggested at the meeting that the rotation age be shortened to 80 years on this unit. If there are no objections, an 80-year rotation will be adopted on Bogus Island. The harvests will improve the diversity and productivity for both forestry and wildlife purposes. Plans call for the harvesting/regenerating of 74 acres every five-year cutting cycle in the mature tree size class.

3. Thirty-eight acres of commercial harvest area will be identified for sale purposes along with a similar 60 acres of thinning area in June of 1986, at on-site meetings between the Corps, USFWS, and the Illinois DOC. The marking of harvests, thinnings, or other prescriptions on predetermined sites on Bogus Island will be completed during 1986. The island also supports an active heron rookery.

B. Iowa River North, Pool 17, R/M 435-435.6

This 110-acre pin oak thinning has been approximately 50% completed by Odessa Wood Products, Inc. of Wapello, Iowa. The project will serve to enhance the growth and vigor of the residual stand of pole size pin oak, bur oak, pecan, shellbark hickory, silver maple, and river birch. A year’s extension of the contract was requested by the contractor, and granted. The thinning is expected to be completed during 1986.

C. Huron Island, Iowa, Pool 18, R/M 419.3-426

1. The harvesting operations on Huron Island were completed in the fall of 1985. Corps/ICC mast tree planting study plots have been placed on the island. The Corps, ICC District Office, Wapello, and the USFWS, Louisa Division, will determine and complete further plot treatments during 1986.

2. An additional herbicide study area will be set up on one of the island clear-cuts during 1986. Plans are to treat an entire clear-cut with herbicides to monitor its effect on the cucumber vine problem.

3. The landward Huron Island tract was completed in 1984. The topsoil was removed and dredge material was placed on the site. The topsoil was then replaced over the dredge material. The area was planted to switch grass by the ICC/USFWS in the fall of 1985.

D. Big Timber, Iowa, Pool 17, R/M 443-446

Stand mapping was completed during 1985. The Big Timber unit is considered an area of priority for the implementation of prescriptions. Proposals will be made at the 1987 Annual Coordination Meeting with the field work to begin subsequent to the meeting.

E. Milan Bottoms Unit, Illinois, Pool 16, R/M 472-478

1. The Milan Bottoms unit is also a priority area for implementation of future prescriptions. Discussions will be held at future management meetings about possible prescriptions for implementation.

2. A discussion about a large walnut tree in the Milan Bottoms was held at the coordination meeting. The Corps proposed to harvest the tree and plant walnut seedlings in the surrounding area following the harvest. The walnut tree is in a declining state of health due to over maturity. A number of smaller walnuts have been removed by trespassers in the same area in the last five-year period and it is feared that this tree will be a prime target in the future. If no objections are heard, the tree will be harvested during 1986 and the seedlings replanted in the surrounding area in the fall of 1986.

